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CHAPTER 1
AN INVITATION

The reader may wish to visit APPENDIX 1 to review “The Program” of “The Mary Ann
(Molly) Goodnight Library 2016 Luncheon Seminar.”  APPENDIX 2 shall provide the reader
the opportunity to explore and discover supporting Story Bookmarks (SB) authored by The
STAR DAY Foundation (SB 30) as a supporting Texas Bison Student Study Group (The Group)
(SB 1) after-school library expanded learning opportunities network curriculum sponsored by
The STAR DAY Foundation.  The complete digital Story Bookmark Collection of The Group is
archived at “The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Library.” The SB notation refers to a Story
Bookmark in Appendix 2 used to provide the reader with additional information in association
with various words and phrases used in this Immediate Release.

The Texas Bison Student Study Group (The Group) “invites” every Texas student and their
families and student friends of Texas worldwide to join a Texas conservation, preservation and
restoration collective and collaborative service achievement of merit effort proposed by The
Group called THE STATE OF TEXAS TREASURE “MY BISONSTAR” PROJECT (The
Project) sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation with the support of parents, grandparents
and others. “BisonStar” is the “Official Mascot (SB 3)” of The Texas Bison Student Study
Group. She is a member of “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas (SB 6)” at the majestic
15,000 acre Caprock Canyons State Park (SB 2). BisonStar was born at the park during May
2013.

The main goal of The Project is to support additional Texas conservation, preservation and
restoration initiatives proposed by The Texas Bison Student Study Group of “The Official State
Bison Herd of Texas” and the majestic 15,000 acre Caprock Canyons State Park land whose
main entrance is just three (3) miles north of the City of Quitaque know known as “The
Official State Bison Capital of Texas (SB 7)” as a “Service Achievement of Merit (SAM)”
STAR DAY 175th birthday gift for the State of Texas.

On February 19, 2021 Texans shall gather at the State of Texas Capitol grounds in Austin
to celebrate the anniversary of the 175th birthday of the State of Texas now known as “The
State of Texas Anniversary Remembrance (STAR) Day” to honor and remember the life and
legacy of the founders of the State of Texas. On February 19, 1846, James Pinckney Henderson
(1808-1858) was sworn in as the First Governor the State of Texas in Austin.

Students with approval of their parents are invited to join and be volunteers of “The
Junior Pioneers and Leaders of the State (PALS) of Texas Volunteers Corps (SB 33)”
sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation. The duties of The Volunteers include activities to
explore and discover “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas”, considered to be a “State of
Texas Treasure”,  roaming free over the 15,000 acre majestic Caprock Canyons State Park land
whose main entrance is just three (3) miles north of the City of Quitaque know known as “The
Official State Bison Capital of Texas”;  to research and study the founding and founders of
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Caprock Canyons State Park (APPENDIX 2) ; to plan, develop and conduct a School approved
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) Field Trip and family holiday
adventure by traveling on “The Quitaque Trail” to the park; to share a documented STEM
family adventure story of their park visit with  fellow students at their respective school
libraries;  and to pioneer and lead a personal effort to roundup, save and donate money in
partnership with parents, grandparents and other relatives to The STAR DAY Foundation each
year as “Service Achievement of Merit” STAR DAY 175th birthday gift for the State of Texas to
support the goals and activities of “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund (SB 26)”
proposed by The Group and sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation.

At the request of The Texas Bison Student Study Group, The STAR DAY Foundation
established “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund (The Fund)” with a challenging
goal and a set of activities to help launch The Fund (SB-17). The goal proposed by The Group
is to invite Texas families and their school age children along with other Texans, Texas business
and friends of Texas worldwide to save and donate to The STAR DAY Foundation to pioneer
and lead an effort help raise 100 million dollars! The Fund has been established as an
“Endowment Fund” whose annual interest shall support an annual grant to the Quitaque
Caprock Partners Foundation to pioneer and lead the management in partnership with Caprock
Canyons State Park Superintendent of additional conservation, preservation and restoration
initiatives of the majestic 15,000 acre Caprock Canyons State Park land and the unique bison
herd at the park now known as “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas” considered by The
Group to be a “State of Texas Treasure.”  The reader may wish to visit the Caprock Partners
Foundation website at: http://caprockpartnersfoundation.com. Addition information about the
Caprock Partners Foundation may be reviewed at: http://www.texansstateparks.org/id36.html.

The STAR DAY Foundation shall launch a four (4) year effort to raise the first $10,000,000
to support the goal and activities of “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund (The
Fund)” as a collective and collaborative STAR DAY 175th birthday gift for the State of Texas
from the students and their families, businesses and non-profit organizations and “Friends of the
State of Texas” worldwide. The State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin
Program Research and Development Report illustrates six (6) initial “Donation Premium Gift
(DPG)” packages created by “The State of Texas Treasure Work Shop” and manufactured,
packaged and distributed as thank-you gifts to donors by “The Texas BisonStar Mint (TBM)
Corporation” established by The STAR DAY Foundation to support the goals and activities of
“The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund.”

http://caprockpartnersfoundation.com
http://www.texansstateparks.org/id36.html
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THE CORPS

THE PALS OF TEXAS VOLUNTEERS CORPS BADGE

THE GOAL

The STAR DAY Foundation is pioneering and leading the development of a program with
the goal to establish and maintain a “Post” (Point Of Service in Texas) in “The PALS of Texas
Volunteers Corps (The Corps)” of The STAR DAY Foundation in partnership with Texas
schools and Texas homeschooling families as a “school service student study group:
organization” supervised by the School principal in partnership with volunteer faculty sponsors
The program shall seek to charter a “Post” of The PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps featuring an
“initial” Student Study Group of The Corps to provide supervised students with additional
opportunities to pioneer and lead in planning, developing, conducting and documenting service
achievement of merits for their school communities in support of the mission of The  STAR
DAY Foundation with the mission to carryout the legislative intent of the STAR DAY bill (SB
1656-76th ).

THE TEXAS STAR DAY STUDENT STUDY GROUP

The “initial” Student Study Group of The Corps chartered and organized at a partnering
school shall be “THE TEXAS STAR DAY STUDENT STUDY GROUP (TSD)” of The
Corps. TSD shall be organized as an after-school library expanded learning opportunities
student enrichment activity to plan, develop and conduct the birthday of the State of Texas on
February 19 at their school with appropriate and patriotic programs as a service achievement of
merit birthday gift for the State of Texas. TSD shall provide the opportunity for volunteer
supervised students to explore and discover the founding and founders of the State of Texas;
plan, develop and conduct appropriate and patriotic programs possibly during all-campus event
featuring a school band and/or school choir performance featuring invited community guest
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speakers if appropriate and approved by the school principal. The STAR DAY birthday
celebration may also feature STAR DAY birthday party refreshments for invite guests created
by student and their families including community business participation and offered at their
school library in a “Meet and Greet” hospitality program. The reader may wish to explore “The
Spirit of STAR DAY 2014 Celebration Report” and “The Spirit of STAR DAY 2012
Celebration Report” found on the website of The STAR DAY Foundation at the STAR DAY
tab illustrating TSD programs.

At a School Post TSD event “The Spirit of STAR DAY School Address” issued by the
Governor may be read by a student selected by the School principal. The Spirit of STAR DAY
School Address has been issued by Texas Governors each year at the request of The STAR DAY
Foundation for over 20 years beginning on February 19, 1996, the first year of celebrating
STAR DAY, the birthday of the State of Texas.  “The Spirit of STAR DAY “IWO JIMA
DAY” Proclamation” issued by the Governor beginning in 2015 may also be read at the event
by a student selected by the School principal. These STAR DAY communications and others
may be found and downloaded for use at a school STAR DAY event from the website of The
STAR DAY Foundation at the STAR DAY tab. The STAR DAY tab on the website of The
STAR DAY Foundation shall feature a multi-part history of “The Spirit of STAR DAY” from
1996-2016. In addition, five (5) “Spirit of STAR DAY Celebration Reports” beginning with the
current year shall be posted for review and study as an activity of TSD.  When February 19 falls
on a Saturday, the school event may be scheduled on the previous Friday. When February 19
falls on a Sunday, the school event may be schedules on the next Monday.

A partnering Texas school that has charted a TSD of The Corps the school may also wish
to expand their after-school library expanded learning opportunities student studies program by
organizing and maintaining a “Texas First PALS Student Study Group (TFP).” The STAR
DAY Foundation organized The First Pioneers and Leaders of the State of Texas Hall of Honor
hosted by The PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps on STAR DAY, February 19, 2000 to honor and
remember the life and legacy of Texas men and women who have been noted for being “First”
in a walk-of-life and who have made service achievements of merit for the State of Texas. A
Texan may be nominated by a member of The PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps for induction.
The Nominator shall be required to conduct research and author a First PALS of Texas
Induction Story Bookmark to be approved by the editors of The First PALS of Texas Hall of
Honor and shall be required to plan, develop and conduct an Induction Service event. The
Nominator shall also prepare and submit to The First PALS of Texas Hall of Honor an Induction
Service Event Report featuring the inductees’ Story Bookmark. A Texas school supporting a
TFP shall provide students with the opportunity in partnership with their faculty sponsor(s) to
study, research, recommend and nominate an inductee(s) and plan, develop, conduct and
document an Induction Service Event at their school library or other approved venue by the
School principal as a unique service achievement of merit STAR DAY birthday gift for the State
of Texas.

A partnering Texas school that has charted a TSD of The Corps may also wish to expand
their after-school library expanded learning opportunities student studies program by organizing
and maintaining a “Texas Bison Student Study Group (TB)” whose statewide service
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achievement of merit activities are illustrated in this report. The STAR DAY Foundation has
pioneered and led an effort in partnership with Texas school over the last 20 years to plan,
develop and conduct a variety of Texas Student Study Group programs commended by Texas
Governors. In this report, “The Texas Astronomy Student Study Group (TA)” and “The
Texas Silver Student Study Group (TS)” activities with partnering Texas schools are
illustrated.

THE ORGANIZATION

The PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps (The Corps) is organized with a “State Corps Post
Commander” appointed by The STAR DAY Foundation and 20 “Regional Corps Post
Commanders” each appointed by the State Corps Commander. The word “Post” is an acronym
for “Point Of Service in Texas.”

The State Corps Post Commander and the twenty (20) Regional Corps Post Commanders
constitute “The PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps Regional Post Council.” Each of the twenty
(20) PALS of Texas Corps Post Regions coincides with a Texas Education Service Centers
(ESC) defined by the Texas Education Agency and are designated as a “Volunteer Service
Centers (VSC).”

The Regional Corps Post Commanders are formally designated as the “VSC Corps Post
Commanders.” In each school district of a VSC, a “School District Corps Post
Commander” is appointed by The PALS of Texas VSC Corps Post Commander. The VSC
Corps Post Commander and the School District Corps Post Commanders of a VSC constitutes a
“VSC Corps Post Council.”

For each school in a School District, a “School Corps Post Commander” is appointed
by School District Corps Post Commander. The School District Corps Post Commander
together with the School Corps Post Commanders constitutes a “School District Corps Post
Council.”

When a school charters a “Texas STAR DAY Student Study Group (TSD)”, the school is
said have charted a “Post” (Point Of Service in Texas) of The PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps
sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation. The participating students in a TSD at a  School Post
are designated as volunteers of “The Junior PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps” of The PALS
of Volunteers Corps. The adult volunteer members of a TSD at a School Post including
volunteer parents and community volunteers are designated as volunteers of The PALS of Texas
Volunteers Corps.

THE AWARDS

The STAR DAY Foundation has developed “The PALS of Texas Service Achievement
of Merit (SAM) Awards Program” to honor and recognize volunteers and the volunteer
service initiatives planned, developed and conducted at partnering Texas schools that have
established a Post of The PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps.
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CHAPTER 2
“BISONSTAR”

PHOTOGRAPH 1: A female bison calf born during May 2013 at Caprock Canyons State Park has been
designated the “Official Mascot” of The Texas Bison Student Study Group (The Group) sponsored by The
STAR DAY Foundation. The photograph was captured by Caprock Canyons State Park Interpretive Ranger and
Park Volunteer Coordinator Le’Ann Pigg. Park Ranger Pigg also serves as an Advisor of The Group.

DONATION PREMIUM GIFT (DPG) KITS
The STAR DAY Foundation shall offer a variety of “Donation Premium Gifts” as thank-

you gifts for students and their families who donate to The STAR DAY Foundation in support
of the goal and activities of “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund” hosted by The
Pioneers and Leaders of the State (PALS) of Texas Volunteers of The STAR DAY Foundation.
The following initial Donation Premium Gift Kits are introduced in this report with supporting
descriptions and historical references:

DPG KIT 1: THE FAMILY HOMESTEAD SPIRIT BISON RANCH KIT ($36)-page 8
DPG KIT 2A: THE FAMILY HOMESTEAD SPIRIT BISON RANCH HERD EXPANSION KITS ($20)-page 16
DPG KIT 2B: THE FAMILY HOMESTEAD SPIRIT BISON RANCH HERD EXPANSION KITS ($25)-page 16
DPG KIT 2C: THE FAMILY HOMESTEAD SPIRIT BISON RANCH HERD EXPANSION KITS ($30)-page 16
DPG KIT 2D: THE FAMILY HOMESTEAD SPIRIT BISON RANCH HERD EXPANSION KITS ($35)-page 16
DPG KIT 3: THE TEXAS SILVER BISON (1 GRAM) KIT ($18)-page 40
DPG KIT 4: THE TEXAS SILVER BISON (40 GRAM) KIT ($120)-page 43
DPG KIT 5A: THE TEXAS FLAG OF SILVER (10 GRAM) KIT ($60)-page 47
DPG KIT 5B: THE MARY ANN (MOLLY) GOODNIGHT MONUMENT KIT ($72)-page 50
DPG KIT 6: THE “MY BISONSTAR” POSTER KIT ($24)-page 60
DPG KIT 7: THE “CHARLES GOODNIGHT-PIONEER COWMAN” BOOK KIT ($40)-page 67
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THE FAMILY HOMESTEAD SPIRIT BISON RANCH KIT
(DPG KIT 1)

“MY BISONSTAR” BUCKEROOS

PHOTOGRAPH 2: The STAR DAY Foundation has launched an challenging student project to invite
Texas school-age children in partnership with their parents, grandparents and other relative to volunteer as a
member of “The Junior Pioneers and Leaders of the State (PALS) of Texas Volunteers” sponsored by The
STAR DAY Foundation to plan, develop and conduct annual fundraising activities as their schedules permit to
save money to be matched by their parents with the goal to donate their student savings to The STAR DAY
Foundation as a “Service Achievement of Merit (SAM)” STAR DAY 175th birthday gift for the State of Texas.
The Motto of The Fund proposed by The Texas Bison Student Study Group is: “Be a Texas BisonStar Buddy
Buckaroo, Donate a Buck or Two!”
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“The State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin Collection” as
illustrated in Photograph 2 is one of seven (7) “Donation Premium Gifts” offered to students
and their families as thank-you gifts for rounding, saving and donation money to support
additional conservation, preservation and restoration initiatives at the majestic 15,000 acre
Caprock Canyons State Park and the unique bison herd at the park now known as “The Official
State Bison Herd of Texas” as proposed by The Texas Bison Student Study Group sponsored by
The STAR DAY Foundation.

PHOTOGRAPH 3: The “State of Texas “My BisonStar” Donation Land Grant Family Homestead
Spirit Bison Ranch Kit” contents are contained in a “State of Texas Treasure Box.” A larger State of Texas
Treasure Box is also illustrated. For a $36 donation to The STAR DAY Foundation at its website, The DPG Kit
1 shall be shipped from the City of Quitaque in Briscoe County, Texas by The Texas BisonStar Mint
Corporation to the donor’s US address..

Each “Donation Premium Gift” illustrated in this report has been designed by “The State
of Texas Treasure Workshop (The Workshop)” established as a nonprofit division of The
STAR DAY Foundation.  “Donation Premium Gifts” shall be manufactured, inventoried,
illustrated, packaged and shipped to donors from “The Texas BisonStar Mint (TBM)
Corporation” established as a for-profit division of The STAR DAY Foundation. TBM shall
also manage and upgrade the website of The STAR DAY Foundation at:
http://www.thestardayfoundation.org. TBM shall create at the website “The Pioneers and
Leaders of the State of Texas Donation Premium Gift Center (The Center)” to illustrate
currently available “Donation Premium Gifts” offerings of The STAR Day Foundation. In
addition, TBM shall also feature “The Texas BisonStar Press (The Press)” and “The Texas
BisonStar Bakery (The Bakery).” The Press shall publish media proposed by The Workshop.
The Bakery shall bake, package and distribute a “cookie package” to partnering Texas schools
to support fund raising initiatives of students and their families in support of the goal and
activities of The Fund. A description of The State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar”
Donation Savings Coins is illustrated below.

http://www.thestardayfoundation.org
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PHOTOGRAPH 4: The design of the One Dollar (40mm x 3mm) “My BisonStar” Donation Savings
Coin.

PHOTOGRAPH 5: The STAR DAY Foundation shall introduce a 40mm x 3mm Aluminum “My
BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin in a plastic coin capsule that shall be offered as a “Donation Premium Gift”
to Texas families and their children. The coins are displayed using plastic folding easels available as a
supporting Donation Premium Gift from The PALS of Texas Donation Premium Gift Center (The Center).
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PHOTOGRAPH 6: The design of the Five Dollar (40mm x 3mm) “My BisonStar” Donation Savings
Coin.

PHOTOGRAPH 7: The STAR DAY Foundation shall introduce a 40mm x 3mm Copper “My
BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin in a capsule that shall be offered as a “Donation Premium Gift” to Texas
families and their children. The coins are displayed using plastic folding easels available as a supporting
Donation Premium Gift from The PALS of Texas Donation Premium Gift Center (The Center).
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PHOTOGRAPH 8: The design of the Ten Dollar (40mm x 3mm) “My BisonStar” Donation Savings
Coin.

PHOTOGRAPH 9: The STAR DAY Foundation shall introduce a (40mm x 3mm) 24kt Gold plated
“My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin in a plastic capsule that shall be offered as a “Donation Premium Gift”
to Texas families and their children. The coins are displayed using plastic folding easels available as a
supporting Donation Premium Gift from The PALS of Texas Donation Premium Gift Center (The Center).



13

The above “State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin Collection”  is
offered for a $36 donation to The STAR DAY Foundation and is composed of six “ONE
DOLLAR DONATION SAVINGS COINS” (Aluminum), two “FIVE DOLLAR
DONATION SAVINGS COINS” (Copper) and two “TEN DOLLAR DONATION
SAVINGS COINS” (24K gold plated). Each coin is placed in a plastic coin capsule. A
“Pioneers and Leaders of the State (PALS) of Texas Volunteers Badge” is included. The
PALS of Texas Volunteers Badge is a 1 inch diameter lapel pin design featuring a pin/cap back.
A “Texas Flag of Sky Camp Goodnight Texas Tent” (card) which is uniquely numbered is
also enclosed. The Tent is a State of Texas Treasure commemorative created by The Texas
Astronomy Student Study Group.  A “State of Texas Treasure Box” with a white fiber insert is
used as a treasure box for the coins, badge and Texas Flag of Sky Camp Goodnight Texas Tent.
The top of the box features the “Official Seal” of “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas
Fund.”  The Collection shall be offered in 2017 as a “State of Texas “My BisonStar”
Donation Land Grant Family Homestead Spirit Bison Ranch Kit (DPG KIT 1)” providing
a student with the opportunity to own and operate his/her Spirit Bison Ranch Herd.  Additional
Collections shall be offered to expand a student’s Spirit Bison Ranch Herd.

The State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin Collection Report is
presented to The Pioneers and Leaders of the State (PALS) of Texas Volunteers of The STAR
DAY Foundation at The Luncheon and shall be posted on the website of The STAR DAY
Foundation.  The State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin Collection”
illustrated in this report is one of five (5) initial collections that shall be offered as a “Donation
Premium Gift” for Texas school-age children in partnership with their parents, grandparents and
other relatives. The DPG KIT 1 collection is offered for a $36 donation made at the website
of The STAR DAY Foundation in support of the goal and activities of “The Official State Bison
Herd of Texas Fund” proposed by The Texas Bison Student Study Group.

The three (3) State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coins of the
collection illustrated in the photograph above are offered by The STAR DAY Foundation as
“Donation Premium Gifts” for Texas students in partnership with their parents, grandparents
and other relatives for saving and making donations to The STAR DAY Foundation to support
the goal and activities of “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund (The Fund).”

The three State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coins were
designed by Thomas S. Cleveland, a former United States Mint Coin Designer. Cleveland owns
an operates “The Artist Within Schools” in Cypress and Houston Texas. Cleveland is the Art
and Graphics Department Director of The Texas BisonStar Mint Corporation established in
2014 by The STAR DAY Foundation as a Texas for-profit small business to support the goal
and activities of The Fund.  The State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings
Coin Collection is a component of The Texas “My BisonStar” Donation Premium Gift
Collection which also features The Texas Silver BisonStar Donation Coin Collection. “Silver”
was designated by the State of Texas Legislature in 2007 as “The Official Precious Metal of the
State of Texas” as proposed by The Texas Silver Student Study Group (SB 22) sponsored by
The STAR DAY Foundation.
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The obverse side of each State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin
features an image of “BisonStar.” “BisonStar” is the “Official Mascot” of The Texas Bison
Student Study Group. She was born at Caprock Canyons State Park in May 2013 and is
considered by The Texas Bison Student Study Group to be a “State of Texas Treasure!”  Each
State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin features the use of “The
Official Seal of the State of Texas” on the reverse side of the coins. Governor Rick Perry, a
STAR DAY 1999 Founder, authorized the use of “The Official Seal of the State of Texas” at the
request of The Texas Bison Student Study Group to support the offering of The State of Texas
Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coins and other related precious metal coins. The
Collection is designed by The State of Texas Treasure Workshop (The Workshop) and
manufactured and distributed by The Texas BisonStar Mint Corporation (The Mint). The
Workshop and The Mint have been established by The STAR DAY Foundation to support the
goal and activities of The Fund.

The State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coins are offered in
“Donation Savings Denominations” of $1, $5 and $10. The $1 State of Texas Treasure “My
BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin represents a one-year old “BisonStar.” In a similar fashion,
the $5 and $10 State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin represents a
five-year old and ten year-old “BisonStar” respectively. When a student saves and makes a
donation with the help of his/her parents, grandparents or other relatives at the website of The
STAR DAY Foundation to The Fund, a collection of donation savings coins are sent to the
student by The Texas BisonStar Mint (TBM) Corporation.

As an example, if a family makes a $36 donation in the name of their school-age child to
The STAR DAY Foundation, a collection of ten (10) State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar”
Donation Savings Coins are sent to the donating family with a thank-you note. The ten (10)
State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin Collection represents the $36
donation made and is composed of two $10, two $5 and six $1 State of Texas Treasure “My
BisonStar” Donation Savings Coins. A $20 “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin is being
designed by The State of Texas Treasure Workshop and shall be manufactured by The Texas
BisonStar Mint Corporation.

The State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar Donation Savings Coin Collection donation
proceeds are divided into two (2) interrelated funds which shall support the goal and activities
of “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund” sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation.
Seventy (70) percent of the donation proceeds of each family donation supports the goal of
“The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund” and is directly placed in “The Official State
Bison Herd of Texas Fund”. Thirty (30) percent of the donation proceeds of each family
donation supports the activities of “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund” and is directly
placed in “The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Library Fund”.

The State of Texas “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin Collection (Donation
Premium Gift (#36) shall provide parents with a parent activity to pioneer in partnership with
their Texas school-age child  an opportunity to explore and discover knowledge and skills in
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saving money and at the same time making donations to The STAR DAY Foundation as an
annual service achievement of merit STAR DAY birthday gift to the State of Texas supporting
additional conservation, preservation and restoration initiatives of The Official State Bison Herd
of Texas at Caprock Canyons State Park. Each participating student would pioneer and lead an
activity to raise money with their parents matching their savings so that the student may acquire
a “State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin Collection. Each coin in a
collection represents and documents a “Donation Savings Denomination” such as a $1, $5 and
$10 donation make to The STAR DAY Foundation whose proceeds support the goal and
activities of “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund”

The coins are awarded to the partnering students as a “Service Achievement of Merit
(SAM) Award” for their service in raising, saving and donating money with the help of their
parents and other relatives to The STAR DAY Foundation to support the goal and activities of
“The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund”

A participating family in partnership with their school-age student(s) making a donation
to The STAR DAY Foundation will participate in “The Great State of Texas Treasure
Donation Land Grant Program.” Not every family can own and operate a Texas Bison Ranch
but in this case, a family will plan, develop and conduct an expedition to travel on “The
Quitaque Trail” from their home to “The William Elmo Merrem Frontier Wilderness” in
Briscoe County, Texas to stake out a Family Homestead parcel of land (Texas Flag of Land) to
establish and maintain their “Family Homestead Donation Land Grant Spirit Bison Ranch”
featuring a “BisonStar Spirit Bison Herd” composed of “Spirit Bison” each represented by one
State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Saving Coin. The donation saving
denomination of $1, $5, $10 and $20 each represents a bison one year old, five years old, ten
years old and twenty years old respectively.

The STAR DAY Foundation shall launch a statewide effort to visit the twenty (20)
Education Service Centers (ESC) established and maintained by the Texas Education
Department (TEA) to support the mission and activities of Texas public schools districts in
partnership with parents of Texas K-12 students. The STAR DAY Foundation shall seek to share
the story of The Texas Bison Student Study Group goal and activities with Texas 4th-9th grade
school principals, librarians, teachers, students and their families and community volunteers and
sponsoring community businesses in a series of Story Telling School Student Sessions and
Librarian and Teacher Workshops at schools created by The State of Texas Treasure Workshop.
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THE FAMILY HOMESTEAD DONATION LAND GRANT
SPIRIT BISON RANCH HERD EXPANSION KITS

The State of Texas Treasure Workshop has created four (4) Donation Premium Gift
(DPG-2A, B, C and D) packages to provide students with the opportunity to roundup, save and
donate to The STAR DAY Foundation “United States Dollars” and trade them for “State of
Texas Donation Savings Coins” to support the goal and activities of The Official State Bison
Herd of Texas and expand their Family Homestead Spirit Bison Ranch Herd!

The DPG 2A KIT shall be offered for a $20 donation. The DPG 2A Kit is composed of
one (1) TEN DOLLAR DONATION SAVINGS COIN, one (1) FIVE DOLLAR
DONATION SAVINGS COIN and five (5) ONE DOLLAR DONATION SAVINGS COINS
packaged in a plastic bag and sent to the donor with a thank-you letter by First Class USPS mail
to the donor’s US address.

The DPG 2B KIT shall be offered for a $25 donation. The DPG 2B Kit is composed of
one (1) TWENTY DOLLAR DONATION SAVINGS COIN and one (1) FIVE DOLLAR
DONATION SAVINGS COIN packaged in a plastic bag and sent to the donor with a thank-
you letter by First Class USPS mail to the donor’s US address.  The design of the Twenty Dollar
Donation Savings Coin has been approved by The State of Texas Treasure Workshop and
samples shall be manufactured by The Texas BisonStar Mint (TBM) Corporation in early 2017.

The DPG 2C KIT shall be offered for a $30 donation. The DPG 2A Kit is composed of
one (1) TWENTY DOLLAR DONATION SAVINGS COIN, one (1) FIVE DOLLAR
DONATION SAVINGS COIN and five (5) ONE DOLLAR DONATION SAVINGS COINS
packaged in a plastic bag and sent to the donor with a thank-you letter by First Class USPS mail
to the donor’s US address.

The DPG 2D KIT shall be offered for a $35 donation. The DPG 2B Kit is composed of
one (1) TWENTY DOLLAR DONATION SAVINGS COIN, one (1) TEN DOLLAR
DONATION SAVINGS COIN and one (1) FIVE DOLLAR DONATION SAVINGS COIN
packaged in a plastic bag and sent to the donor with a thank-you letter by First Class USPS mail
to the donor’s US address.



17

CHAPTER 3
THE TEXAS BISON STUDENT STUDY GROUP

MAY 7, 2011-AN EXPEDITION TO CIBOLO CREEK RANCH-PRESIDIO COUNTY

Students from Presidio ISD Lucy Rede Franco Middle School (LRFMS) in Presidio
County gathered on a high bluff to explore and study a herd of bison located in a valley below
as the bison migrated toward a watering hole located close by at a natural spring shaded by
cottonwood and grey oak trees on the 30,000 acre Cibolo Creek Ranch established by Don
Meliton (Milton) Faver (ca 1822-1899) in 1857 and owned today by Dr. John B. Poindexter.
The expedition to the Cibolo Creek Ranch was supervised by Science Teachers Cynthia Obrero
(Photographer) and Jaspher Valeriano (Back Row-Right). The Expedition school bus driver was
Manuel Aguilar. The Ranch expedition was guided by Ranch Manager Robert Cavness (Back
Row-3rd left), and Ranch Activities Director Mike “Sugar” Dorris (Back Row-2nd Left).

 A group of students at Presidio ISD LRFMS had been initially organized as “The Texas
Student Bison Study Group” on September 12, 2010 under the supervision of Principal Teresa
Porras and sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation of El Paso under the direction of
President Dennis M. Kulvicki (Back Row-Left) as an after-school student enrichment program.
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The Group is engaged in studies to explore and discover ancient Texas Bison, the Texas State
Bison Herd at Caprock Canyons State Park in Briscoe and Floyd counties, and to pioneer and
lead an effort to explore and discover the benefits of the use of Texas bison ground meat in
partnership with school cafeteria staff and family volunteers to enhance the school year lunch
menu program with a lower fat and calorie content meat. The Group shall also explore and
propose ways and means to support the work of the Texas State Bison Herd Management Team
whose mission is save the Texas Herd Bison Herd from extinction in these very difficult
economic times and engage in activities to enhance the story of Texas for the people of Texas.

After a lunch at a beautiful tree shaded natural spring, the students returned from the field
to explore and discover the history of “EL FORTIN DEL CIBOLO (The Fort)”, one of three
forts established by Faver protecting natural range springs with a tour led by Cindy Hernandez.
Dr. Poindexter pioneered and led a decade-long conservation, preservation and restoration effort
to historically recreate the three forts established by Faver as ranch guest accommodations
featuring an internationally known restaurant. The Cibolo Creek Ranch is located on the frontier
of the Great State of Texas at http://www.cibolocreekranch.com. The photograph was taken by
school science teacher Cynthia Obrero.

The Texas Bison Student Study Group after review and study proposed that the bison herd
at Caprock Canyons State Park be designated by the Texas State Legislature as “THE
OFFICIAL STATE BISON HERD OF TEXAS.” House Concurrent Resolution (HCR 86) was
filed on March 7, 2011. The bill designates the “Texas State Bison Herd” at Caprock Canyons
State Park as the “Official State Bison Herd of Texas.” State Representative Pete Gallego was
the initial author of HCR 86. State Representative Warren Chisum at the request of Rep.
Gallego volunteered to be the primary author of HCR 86.  State Representative Jim Landtroop
and State Representative Pete Gallego volunteered to be joint authors of HCR 86. Caprock
Canyons State Park, home of the Goodnight Bison Herd, is located in the Districts of Rep.
Chisum and Rep. Landtroop. HCR 86 was sponsored by State Senator Robert Duncan.
Governor Rick Perry, a 1999 STAR DAY Founder, issued a Commendation Letter to honor,
recognize LRFMS teachers and students for their service achievement of merit in proposing
HCR 86.

The Texas Bison Student Study Group also pioneered and led a successful effort to invite
the Texas State Legislature in 2013 to designate September 12 as “THE MARY ANN (MOLLY)
GOODNIGHT DAY” in Texas and to designate March 5 as “THE CHARLES GOODNIGHT
DAY” in Texas with the support of State Senator Kel Seliger and State Representative Ken
King. In addition, The Texas Bison Student Study Group pioneered and lea a successful effort to
invite the Texas State Legislature in 2015 to designate the City of Quitaque in Briscoe County
as “THE OFFICIAL STATE BISON CAPITAL OF TEXAS.”

The Texas Bison Student Study Group seeks to inspire and motivate students to explore
and discover the life and legacy of Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight (1939-1926) who pioneered
and led an effort to save the last free-roaming bison of “The Great Texas Southern Plains Bison
Herd” on The John Adair (JA) Ranch (SB 12-16) in Palo Duro Canyon beginning in 1876 with

http://www.cibolocreekranch.com
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the help of her husband Charles Goodnight (1836-1929), the first Manager and part-owner of
The JA Ranch.

The JA Ranch in partnership with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department rounded up the
last 36 bison found on the ranch and donated them in 1997 to 15,000 acre Caprock Canyons
State Park located just a few miles north of the City of Quitaque in Briscoe County. The
exciting story of the roundup may be explored in an article from the Texas Magazine posted
with permission at the website of The STAR DAY Foundation at:
http://thestardayfoundation.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/NUMBER-2-THE-TEXAS-
PARKS-AND-WILDLIFE-MAGAZINE-MARCH-2011-ARTICLE-RUSSELL-ROE.pdf.

The reader may ask the question what is a “State of Texas Treasure” The Texas Bison
Student Study Group hosted by The Pioneers and Leaders of the State of Texas Volunteers and
sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation knows the answer to this important question!  The
answer is: “THE OFFICIAL STATE BISON HERD OF TEXAS!”

http://thestardayfoundation.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/NUMBER-2-THE-TEXAS-
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“OLD BLUE”

PRESS AND EDITOR CONTACT:
Dennis M. Kulvicki
President
The STAR DAY Foundation
P. O. Box 640010
El Paso, Texas 79904-0010
(915) 751-2244
dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org
http://www.thestardayfoundation.org

IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CULBERSON COUNTY-VAN HORN-MAY 31, 2007-THE THREE
AMIGOS!-Robert Stuckey, Curator of The Culberson County Historical Museum at the historic Clarke Hotel in Van
Horn, hosted a special meeting of The Culberson County POST (Point Of Service in Texas) of The PALS (Pioneers And
Leaders of the State) of Texas Volunteers Corps to report and review service achievements of merit conducted during
2007 in partnership with Texas Junior High and Middle Schools supervised by School Principals and guided by volunteer
teachers and their students.

The Texas State and Regional POSTs of The PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps was
proposed by Dennis M. Kulvicki (center) and established by The STAR DAY Foundation in

mailto:dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org
http://www.thestardayfoundation.org
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2000. In each Texas County, The STAR DAY Foundation is inviting persons to volunteer and
enlist to honor and remember the lives and achievements of men and women of their respective
counties who have passed, who are generally known for being first in a walk of life or who have
had made a notable first and who had  made service achievements of merit for the state; to
pioneer and lead Induction Service Events hosted by their county institutions to induct
nominated persons into “THE FIRST PIONEERS AND LEADERS OF THE STATE
(PALS) OF TEXAS HALL OF HONOR” sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation since
2000; to invite county Junior High and Middle School Social Studies Department teachers and
students to volunteer to pioneer and lead and effort as a service achievements of merit for our
state to identify, nominate and conduct studies of potential inductees by organizing “TEXAS
FIRST PALS STUDENT STUDY GROUPS” chartered by The STAR DAY Foundation with
the help of community volunteers to enhance the story of Texas for the people of Texas.

Jimmie Bemont (left) in the photograph above, a well-known El Paso sculptor
represented The El Paso County POST of The PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps at the meeting.
The meeting also provided an opportunity for the attendees to share the service achievements of
merit pioneered and led by teachers and their students of The Junior PALS of Texas Volunteers
Corps.

The meeting was held on the day when a Texas Blue Moon rises. The Great Texas Old
Blue Bison Constellation Project sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation was officially
announced by Kulvicki at the meeting as a conservation, preservation and restoration project to
help pioneer and lead a statewide fundraising effort with the help of The Junior PALS of Texas
Volunteers Corps at partnering schools to support and enhance the work of the men and women
of The Texas State Bison Herd. Bemont, Kulvicki and Stuckey are Board Members of The
STAR DAY Foundation.
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PRESS AND EDITOR CONTACT:
Dennis M. Kulvicki
President
The STAR DAY Foundation
P. O. Box 640010
El Paso, Texas 79904-0010
(915) 751-2244
dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org
https://www.thestardayfoundation.org

IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CULBERSON COUNTY-VAN HORN-Dennis M. Kulvicki (left) visits Robert Stuckey, the Curator of
the Culberson County Historical Museum located in the historic Clark Hotel in Van Horn, to formally announce THE
GREAT TEXAS “OLD BLUE BISON” CONSTELLATION PROJECT (The Project) as an activity of the “Texas
Bison Student Study Group (The Group)” organized on September 12, 2010 at Presidio ISD Lucy Franco Middle School
under the supervision by School Principal Teresa Porras and sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation primarily as an
after-school expanded learning opportunities student enrichment program. The Group shall pioneer and lead an effort to
define a Sky Constellation in the shape of a bison using stars that are visible in the overhead night sky on or before the
12th of September each year. Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight (1839-1926) with the help of her husband Charles Goodnight
(1836-1929) helped save the last free-roaming Texas prairie bison from extinction in the late 1800’s. The surviving
Goodnight bison are now maintained by the Texas State Bison Herd Management Team of the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department at Caprock Canyons State Park in Briscoe County. Ms. Vicki Sybert, a member of the Texas State Bison Herd
Management Team, has volunteered to serve as an Advisor to The Group. Mr. Robert Cavness, Cibolo Creek Ranch
(Presidio County) Manager is an Advisor. Mr. Stuckey is also an Advisor to The Group.

mailto:dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org
www.thestardayfoundation.org
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FEBRUARY 20, 2013–CLARK HOTEL MUSEUM, VAN HORN-
CULBERSON COUNTY-The STAR DAY Foundation is pleased to announce that Patricia Golden,
Director of the Clark Hotel Museum in Van Horn, Culberson County, has volunteered to be an Advisor of The
Texas Bison Student Study Group replacing Robert Stuckey, Director of the Clark Hotel Museum, who recently
retired. Robert Stuckey and also served as a Board Member of The STAR DAY Foundation since 2007.
Stuckey pioneered and led numerous historical initiatives in partnership with The STAR DAY Foundation.
Patricia Golden has been designated by The STAR DAY Foundation as “THE OFFICIAL GREAT TEXAS
OLD BLUE BISON SCULPTURE GUARDIAN.”

The Texas Bison Student Study Group sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation named
the “First Female” bison of The Great Texas Southern Plains Herd to be born on the land that is
now know as the State of Texas-“OLD BLUE.” “BISONSTAR”, the Official Mascot” of The
Texas Bison Student Study Group born during May 2013 is a female bison member of The
Official State Bison Herd of Texas roaming free over the majestic 15,000 acre Caprock Canyons
State Park whose entrance is just 3 miles north of the City of Quitaque know known as The
Official State Bison Capital of Texas as designated by the Texas State Legislature in 2015 as
proposed by The Texas Bison Student Study Group.

The Texas Old Blue Bison sculpture illustrated in the photograph was donated to the
Culberson County Historical Museum located in the historic Clark Hotel in Van Horn by the
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Marian Blakemore Museum Planetarium of Midland. Mr. Larry D. Simpson, owner and editor
of The Van Horn Advocate, pioneered and led the donation effort with Mr. Frank Cahoon of
Midland. The Texas Old Blue Bison sculpture was painted by artist Karen Winkler of the
Children’s Museum of the Southwest Museum of Art of Midland in a scheme featuring celestial
planets and stars.

The Texas Old Blue Bison sculpture was sponsored by the family that owned the
Longfellow Ranch in Culberson County which was purchased by Jeff Bezos, founder and
owner of Amazon.com to establish the Blue Origin launch facility. The Texas Old Blue Bison
sculpture was created by the Marian Blakemore Museum Planetarium to symbolize space as the
last frontier of Texas being pioneered and led by the Blue Origin launch facility in Culberson
County set to launch people into space from Culberson County. Dr. Andrew Kerr, Curator of the
Marian Blakemore Museum has volunteered to pioneer and lead the effort to create The Great
Texas “Old Blue” Bison Sky Constellation in partnership with the West Texas Astronomer Club
membership which meets on the second of each month at the planetarium.

Charles Goodnight (1836-1929), the “First Manager” in 1876 of The John Adair (JA)
Ranch in Palo Duro Canyon, had a longhorn steer named “Old Blue” that was used to lead his
cattle herds on the trail to the railhead to ship cattle to the east.  Goodnight would bring “Old
Blue” back to his ranch and plan another cattle drive with the help of his “Old Blue!”
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CHAPTER 4
THE TEXAS ASTRONOMY STUDENT STUDY GROUP

The Texas Bison Student Study Group proposed to The Texas Astronomy Student Study
Group sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation a STEM (Science, Technology Engineering
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and Mathematic) research and design project to honor and memorialize “OLD BLUE.”
Midland Planetarium Director Dr. Andrew Kerr volunteered to be the Advisor of The Texas
Astronomy Student Study Group to pioneer and lead the STEM objectives of the project in
partnership with volunteers of The West Texas Astronomy Club of Midland.  The project was
composed of two (2) astronomy STEM objectives. The Texas Astronomy Student Study Group
would conduct research and design a “Sky Constellation” and a “Sky Valley.”

The Sky Constellation was created to be a 254 star constellation, one star for each Texas
County, designed in the shape of a Bison facing west and rising in the night sky during the
summer in the southern sky to honor and memorialize “OLD BLUE.”  The Sky Valley is simply
a sky rectangle specified by four (4) sky points. The Sky Valley is immediately east of The Sky
Constellation. The sky rectangle is designed with an aspect ratio of 1.5 as is the State of Texas
Flag. The Sky Valley is designated as a “Texas Flag of Sky.” The Sky Valley is partitioned into a
matrix of smaller 7,920 by 7,920 Texas Flags of Sky by specifying that sky points so that each
smaller sky rectangle is of aspect ratio of 1.5. Each smaller Texas Flag of Sky in The Sky Valley
is like a window in the night sky! The Texas Astronomy Student Study Group hypothesizes that
each smaller Texas Flag of Sky has at least one visible star that may be observed with an
appropriate telescope. Since each smaller Texas Flag of Sky in The Sky Valley has at least one
visible star that star shall be associated with its Texas Flag of Sky as the “Lone Star” of a State
of Texas flag. Furthermore each “Lone Star” of a Texas Flag of Shy shall represent the “Spirit”
of a bison of The Great Texas Southern Plains Bison Herd that was born on the land that is now
known as the State of Texas over the thousands and thousands of year that bison roamed free.

From The Sky Valley design specifications above, it is estimated that as many as
62,726,400 (7,920 x 7,920) bison may have been born and roamed free over the millennia on
the land that is now the State of Texas! As “OLD BLUE” runs west across the night, the “Spirit
Bison Herd” in The Sky Valley follows their leader “OLD BLUE” on their annual Spirit Bison
migration trail (The Quitaque Trail) across the night sky forever and ever! The Sky Valley and
The Sky Constellation together form “THE MARY ANN (MOLLY) GOODNIGHT SKY
MONUMENT (The Sky Monument).” “THE MARY ANN (MOLLY) GOODNIGHT
LAND MONUMENT (The Land Monument)” is a projection of The Sky Monument onto the
ground. The Sky Monument and The Land Monument together form “THE MARY ANN
(MOLLY) GOODNIGHT MONUMENT (The Monument).”
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THE CONSTELLATION

THE GREAT TEXAS “OLD BLUE” BISON CONSTELLATION STAR MAP
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THE 2012 SAM AWARD



30

CHAPTER 5
THE TEXAS SILVER STUDENT STUDY GROUP

OCTOBER 23, 2010-PRESIDIO COUNTY –EXPEDITION TO THE
SHAFTER SILVER MINE-THE TEXAS SILVER STUDENT STUDY GROUP-

Presidio ISD Lucy Rede Franco Middle School (LRFMS) students embark on a hands-on
expedition to explore and discover the history, science, technology engineering and
mathematics and the founding and founders associated with the emerging Shafter Silver Mining
operations as an after-school student “Expanded Learning Opportunities Network (ELON)
Program” sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation.  The following text is from a Texas State
Legislature bill proposed in 2007 by The Texas Silver Student Study Group to designate
“SILVER” as “The Official Precious Metal of Texas.” The photograph was captured by
Dennis M. Kulvicki, The Shafter Silver Mine Expedition Project Coordinator.

“The State of Texas has customarily recognized a variety of official symbols as tangible
representations of the state’s culture and history.
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The precious metal silver has played a prominent role in the story of the Lone Star State,
and it continues to be a visible part of Texas culture, reflecting the enduring influence of
Spanish colonial design and the western heritage that is so much a part of the state’s lore.

Silver has been mined in Texas for more than three centuries, beginning shortly after the
Spanish established their first permanent settlements in the area in the late 1600s; the first
mines were founded by Franciscan friars who dug for silver deposits near El Paso, and these
same sites were worked periodically for the next 200 years.

In the late 1800s, prospectors began exploring other parts of West Texas, with figures
such as John W. Spencer, Samuel B. Buckley, Lieutenant John L. Bullis, and Colonel William R.
Shafter focusing their efforts on Presidio County; this led to the opening of the Shafter Mining
District, which was the site of the famous Presidio Mine; operated between 1884 and 1947, it
produced more than 90 percent of all the silver that has ever been mined in Texas and became a
prominent business that spurred greater development in the Big Bend region.

Other mining districts in the state also yielded silver; Hudspeth and Culberson Counties
were home to the Van Horn-Allamoore and the Plata Verde Districts, and Hudspeth County also
contained the Quitman Mountains District; in addition, Brewster County was the site of the
Altuda Mountain District, and mining took place at locations in Llano, Mason, and Gillespie
Counties in the Hill Country; in total, Texas mines yielded more than 33 million fine ounces of
silver, which had a value of nearly $23.5 million, between 1885 and 1952; the manual labor of
carving these riches from the rocks fell to a hardy group of miners who, in true Texan fashion,
used their skill and determination to complete a difficult and dangerous job.

Most mining came to an end in the 1950s, but interest in harvesting the state’s silver
deposits continues; 20 million troy ounces of the metal are believed to still remain in the Shafter
Mining District, and resources of this kind may prove profitable given silver’s widespread use in
commercial and industrial applications, where it plays a role in everything from photography to
coin making, x-rays, water treatment, and electronics.

Jewelry makers and other artisans also rely on this precious metal, and the stately sheen
of silver is a key element in beautiful stylistic designs, both rustic and refined, that can be seen
throughout Texas; in belt buckles, tie clasps, and boot decorations, it is a staple of the western-
wear fashions that harken back to the state’s pioneer past; moreover, silver’s rich, pure luster
also makes it a favorite material for religious jewelry and other devotional objects, as well as
any item or decoration that may benefit from its luxurious, glittering hues.

In both its historical and economic significance and its enduring connections to Texas
imagery and culture, silver is a fitting symbol for the state and its people, and it is indeed
appropriate that this metal receive special legislative recognition.”

The above italics text is the actual text of House Concurrent Resolution 102 signed into
law on June 15, 2007 by Governor Rick Perry, a 1999 STAR DAY Founder. “The Texas Silver
Student Study Group (The Group)” was organized on October 16, 2006, the birthday of Shafter
Silver Mine Founder General William Rufus Shafter (1835-1906), at Presidio ISD Lucy Rede
Franco Middle School (LRFMS) as an after-school student enrichment program under the
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supervision of School Principal Teresa Porras and guided by volunteer teachers and others of
The PALS of Texas Volunteer Corps of The STAR DAY Foundation with the sponsorship of
The STAR DAY Foundation. The Group proposed a bill in 2007 to designate “Silver” as “The
Official State Precious Metal  of Texas” as a service achievement of merit “SPIRIT OF STAR
DAY 2007” birthday gift for the State of Texas. State Representative Gallego filed HCR 102 on
STAR DAY, February 19, 2007!

State Representative Pete P. Gallego volunteered to be the author of House Concurrent
Resolution (HCR) 102. State Senator Carlos Uresti volunteered to be the sponsor of HCR 102.
The Texas Silver Student Study Group planned, developed and conducted several STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics expeditions to the Shafter Silver Mine in
Presidio County approximately 20 miles north of Lucy Rede Franco Middle School in the City
of Presidio in partnership with The STAR DAY Foundation and sponsored by the Aurcana
Corporation of Canada, new owner of the Shafter Silver Mine to explore and discover the
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics principles of silver mining with mine
engineers and staff.  The Group has proposed “THE TEXAS SILVER WORKS
CAMPAIGN!” in 2007 to pioneer and lead an effort to explore and discover ways and means to
create silver donation savings coins whose donation proceeds may be used to fund Texas
conservation, preservation and restoration initiatives. Governor Rick Perry, a 1999 STAR DAY
Founder, issued a Commendation Letter to honor, recognize LRFMS teachers and students for
their service achievement of merit in proposing HCR 102 on October 19, 2007.
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THE 2012 SAM AWARD

The above page was drawn from “The Spirit of STAR DAY 2012 Celebration Report” issued by The
STAR DAY Foundation. The reader may wish to explore this report and others covering the last five (5) years
of the STAR DAY celebrations which may be found on the website of The STAR DAY Foundation at the
STAR DAY tab.
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NOTE: The Texas Silver Student Study Group and The Texas Bison Student Study Group both
launched at Lucy Rede Franco Middle School in the City of Presidio recommended that Lucy
Rede Franco (1902-1977) be inducted into The First PALS of Texas Hall of Honor. The Lucy
Rede Franco Induction Story Bookmark is featured on the next page.
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CHAPTER 6
THE TEXAS SILVER BISON (1GRAM) KIT

(DPG KIT 3)

PHOTOGRAPH 10: The design of the 1 gram (15mm x 1mm) “Texas Silver Bison” Donation
Savings Coin

PHOTOGRAPH 11: A 1 gram (15mm x 1mm) “Texas Silver Bison” in a coin capsule is featured in
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front of the 40 grams (50mm x 2mm) “Texas Silver Bison” Donation Savings Coin in a coin capsule for
comparison. The 1 gram (15mm x 1mm) “Texas Silver Bison” Donation Savings Coin represents a new born
calf that once roamed free on the land now known as the State of Texas. The 40 grams (50mm x 2mm) “Texas
Silver Bison” Donation Savings Coin represents a full-grown bison. Each of the “Texas Silver Bison” Donation
Coins represents different growth stages in the life of “BisonStar”, “The Official Mascot” of The Texas Bison
Student Study Group at Caprock Canyons State Park. The Official State Bison Herd of Texas is considered by
The Texas Bison Student Study Group as a ‘STATE OF TEXAS TREASURE.”

PHOTOGRAPH 12: The above photograph illustrates a “My BisonStar” Texas Silver Bison Donation
Saving Coin (1 gram) and a supporting Certificate of Authenticity Card (2.0 inches by 3.5 inches). The front
(left) and back (right) of the Certificate of Authenticity Card is illustrated. On the left in the photograph the
obverse side of the “My BisonStar” Texas Silver Bison donation savings coin is illustrated with an engraved
image of “Old Blue”. “Old Blue” was designated by The Texas Bison Student Study Group of The STAR DAY
Foundation as the “first” female bison calf of “The Great Texas Southern Plains Prairie Bison Herd” to be born
on the land now known as the great State of Texas many millennia ago! “BisonStar” the “Official Mascot” of
The Texas Bison Student Study Group was born in May 2013 at Caprock Canyons State Park and is the direct
descendant of “Old Blue” as the legend goes! The donor shall note that “Silver” has been designated as “The
Official Precious Metal of Texas” by the Texas State Legislature in 2007 as proposed by The Texas Silver
Student Study Group (SB 22) sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation.

At Caprock Canyons State Park there is well-known research site of the late 1970’s
known as “The Lake Theo Bison Archeology Site” featuring the remains of Texas Bison from
nearly 10,000 and 3,000 years ago that were herded off a cliff near Lake Theo in several events
by Native Americans of the area. The Texas Bison Student Study Group has proposed to The
STAR DAY Foundation the organization of “The Texas Archeology Study Group” to explore
and discover if The Lake Theo Bison Archeology Site could yield additional high quality Texas
Bison fossils for modern dating and DNA analysis. The field of DNA analysis has matured with
breakthrough technologies. The proposed “Lake Theo Bison Archeology Site Project” would
initially be approximately a one-year comprehensive study by a contracted professional of the
existing research literature, evaluation of all existing Lake Theo Archeology Site fossils held at
various sites and a review of the existing DNA analysis and method employed using the
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existing Lake Theo Bison Archeology Site fossils in various collections.

The Center for Big Bend Studies at Sul Ross University at Alpine Director Andy Cloud is
an Advisor of The Texas Bison Student Study Group has initially reviewed the proposed project
initiative and has offered the opinion that the proposed project has merit. The proposed project
would be funded as an activity of The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund sponsored by
The STAR DAY Foundation. If the initial proposed project arrives at the conclusion that further
research study is appropriate, The Texas Archeology Student Study Group would be organized
to participate each summer in the Lake Theo Bison Archeology Project summer field work led
by a contracted professional team who would seek to explore and discover new fossils and
conduct modern dating and DNA analysis during the school year. The first year of the proposed
field project would also develop a complete DNA genome of BisonStar with the goal of
comparing new field work findings to see if the Lake Theo Bison fossils could determine family
history link with BisonStar.

PHOTOGRAPH 13: The “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin Kit (DPG KIT 3) is composed of
three (3) “Texas Silver Bison” one gram 99.9% fine silver donation savings coins, a Certificate of Authenticity
Card and a uniquely numbered “Texas Flag of Sky” Camp Goodnight Texas Tent. The three “My BisonStar”
Donation Savings Coins each represent the “Spirit” of a Texas Southern Plains Prairie Bison calf born on the
land now known as the State of Texas. “The Three Amigos” now roam free in a “Texas Flag of Sky” in “The
Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Sky Valley” migrating across the sky following “Old Blue” as depicted by The
Great Texas “Old Blue” Bison Constellation forever and ever! The “My BisonStar Legend” is expanded in later
pages of this report. The packaging of DPG KIT 3 is illustrated in the far right of the above photograph. The
DPG KIT 3 package shall be shipped by first class USPS mail in a legal-sized envelope containing a thank-you
donation letter. The back of the mailing envelop shall feature the “Seal” of The Official State Bison Herd of
Texas Fund. The DPG KIT 3 shall be offered for a donation value of eighteen (18) dollars donated to The
STAR DAY Foundation whose donation proceeds shall support the goals and activities of “The Official State
Bison Herd of Texas Fund” sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation.
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THE TEXAS SILVER BISON (40 GRAM) KIT
(DPG KIT 4)

PHOTOGRAPH 14: The “Texas Silver Bison” Donation Savings Coin was introduced during The
Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Library 2015 Luncheon Seminar conducted on September 19, 2015 in the City of
Quitaque now known as “The Official State Bison Capital of Texas.” The “Texas Silver Bison” Donation
Saving Coin was designed by Thomas S. Cleveland of Cyprus; Texas Cleveland is former United States Mint
coin designer. “The Texas Silver Bison” Donation Savings Coin Kit (DPG KIT 4) shall be offered for a $120
donation to The STAR DAY Foundation. The proceeds of the $120 donation shall support the goal and
activities of “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund” sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation.
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PHOTOGRAPH 15: The design of the 40 gram (50mm x 2mm) “Texas Silver Bison” Donation
Savings Coin. The reverse side (left) features the “Official Seal of the State of Texas” whose use was authorized
by Governor Rick Perry, a STAR DAY 1999 Founder, at the request of The Texas Bison Student Study Group
sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation.

PHOTOGRAPH 16: A “Texas Silver Bison” Donation Savings Coin as illustrated above contains 40
grams of 99.9% Fine Silver, “The Official Precious Metal of Texas” and features a 50mm diameter and 2mm
reeded edge thickness in a plastic coin capsule displayed on a folding acrylic easel.
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PHOTOGRAPH 17: On the left is featured a 2015 “US Silver Eagle” minted by the United State Mint.
Approximately 44 million US Silver Eagles were sold to investors in 2014. The “Texas Silver Bison” shall be
not be sold but only offered to donors as a service achievement of merit gift for helping to pioneer and lead in
supporting the fundraising goal and fundraising activities of “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund.”

PHOTOGRAPH 18: The “Texas Silver Bison” Donation Savings Coin Kit (DFG KIT 4) shall consist
of a “Texas Silver Bison” Donation Savings Coin, a plastic display folding easel, a Camp Goodnight Texas
Tent (2.0 inches by 3.5 inches) featuring a uniquely numbered Texas Flag of Sky in The Mary Ann (Molly)
Goodnight (Sky) Valley, and a PALS of Texas Volunteers Badge (1 inch in diameter) with a pin/cap back all
shipped in a State of Texas Treasure Box for storage.
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PHOTOGRAPH 19: The State of Texas Treasure Box features the contents of The Texas Silver
BisonStar Donation Savings Coin Kit (DPG KIT 4). The State of Texas Treasure Box is illustrated with The
Seal of “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund” (3 inches in diameter).

The STAR DAY Foundation shall invite every Texas adult and Friends of Texas
worldwide to volunteer and enlist in The PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps to support the goals
and activities of The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund” proposed by The Texas Bison
Student Study Group
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THE TEXAS FLAG OF SILVER (10 GRAM) KIT
(DPG KIT 5A)

PHOTOGRAPH 20: The Texas Bison Student Study Group in partnership with The STAR DAY
Foundation shall invite every adult Texas and Friends of Texas worldwide to join The PALS of Texas
Volunteers and roundup, save and make a donation of $60 to The STAR DAY Foundation to acquire Donation
Premium Gift (DPG KIT 5A) to support the goal and activities of “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas
Fund” as a STAR DAY 175th birthday present for the State of Texas. The donor shall receive a “Texas Flag of
Silver Ingot” in a plastic ingot capsule, a plastic folding easel, a “Texas Flag of Sky Camp Goodnight Texas
Tent” and “The PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps Badge” shipped in a State of Texas Treasure Box. The donor
shall note that “Silver” has been designated as “The Official Precious Metal of Texas” by the Texas State
Legislature in 2007 as proposed by The Texas Silver Student Study Group (SB 22) sponsored by The STAR
DAY Foundation.

The Texas Silver Student Study Group proposed the minting of a “TEXAS FLAG OF
SILVER DONATION SAVINGS INGOT.” The Texas BisonStar Mint Corporation created a
10 gram .999 fine silver ingot (38mm x 25mm x 1mm) featuring a colorized flag of the State of
Texas on the obverse side. The reverse side featuring “The Official Seal of The Official State
Bison Herd of Texas Fund” and “The Official Seal of the State of Texas” with supporting
weight in grams and purity percentage specifications. The use of “The Official Seal of the State
of Texas” was granted by Governor Rick Perry, a STAR DAY 1999 Founder, at the request of
The Texas Bison Student Study Group to support the offering of State of Texas Treasure
Donation Savings Coins whose proceeds shall support the goal and activities of “The Official
State Bison Herd of Texas Fund” proposed by The Texas Bison Student Study Group.
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The STAR DAY Foundation shall invite every adult Texas to save and make a $60
donation to The STAR DAY Foundation to acquire and display a “Texas Flag of Silver
Donation Savings Ingot” on their desk-top or library shelf at hone or work knowing that the
proceeds of their donation to The STAR DAY Foundation support the fundraising goal and
fundraising activities of “THE OFFICIAL STATE BISON HERD OF TEXAS FUND.” The
Donation Premium Gift package shall contain The Texas Flag of Silver Donation Saving Ingot
placed in a plastic ingot capsule, a plastic folding easel, a BisonStar Sculpture of ironwood, a
PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps Badge and a Camp Goodnight Texas Flag of Sky Tent. (card).
This Donation Premium Gift package shall be offered for a $60 donation to The STAR DAY
Foundation to support the goal and activities of The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund.
The donor shall have the opportunity to display a model of ‘THE MARY ANN (MOLLY)
GOODNIGHT MONUMENT”

PHOTOGRAPH 21: The “Texas Flag of Silver” in the above photograph is displayed using a plastic
folding easel in front of the donor’s “Camp Goodnight Texas Tent” in “The William Elmo Merrem
Frontier Wilderness (The Wilderness)” at present a “virtual tract” of land set aside for conservation,
preservation and restoration by The Texas Bison Student Study Group as a STAR DAY 175th birthday gift from
the people of the State of Texas for the State of Texas. The donor is depicted in the above photograph by “The
PALS Texas Volunteers Badge” at the donor’s Tent entrance. The Tent is uniquely registered with a
registration number that may be converted into coordinates (row and column) that shall help the donor locate
his/her “Donation Land Grant” in “The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight (Land) Valley” in The Wilderness.
The State of Texas flag illustrated on the donor’s Tent (1.0 inch by 1.5 inch) represents a “Texas Flag of Land”
in The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight (Land) Valley in The Wilderness and is directly connected to a “Texas
Flag of Sky” in “The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight (Sky) Valley” which contains “The Great Texas
BisonStar Spirit Herd” which follows behind “Old Blue” (The Great Texas “Old Blue” Bison Constellation)
in the sky migrating over “The Quitaque Trail” during each year forever and ever!. Each Lone Star in a Texas
Flag of Sky represents a the “Spirit” of a bison calf that was born and roamed free over the land now known as
the State of Texas whose “Spirit” is captures in a “Texas Silver Bison” Donation Savings Coin (1 gram)
contained in the DPG KIT-3.
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PHOTOGRAPH 22: The Texas Flag of Silver Donation Premium Gift Kit (DPG KIT 5A) is illustrated
in a State of Texas Treasure Box that is packaged and shipped by USPS to the donors’ US address. The lid of
each State of Texas Treasure Box features The Seal of The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund sponsored
by The STAR DAY Foundation.

THE DEDICATION

The Texas Flag of Silver Donation Premium Gift (DPG KIT 5A) has been created and
dedicated by The State of Texas Treasure Workshop to honor and recognize the pioneer and
leadership spirit of “The Texas Flag Student Study Group” sponsored by The STAR DAY
Foundation to plan, develop and conduct an three day/two night “Camping and Mountain
Climbing Expedition” in partnership with Fort Bliss soldiers as “The Spirit of STAR DAY Flags
2002 Expedition” during June 21-23, 2002. The goal was to carry the United States flag and the
State of Texas flag along with other flags to the highest mountain peak (8749’) in Texas at the
Guadalupe Mountains National Park in Culberson County. The Texas Flags Student Study
Group also planned, developed and conducted in partnership with soldiers of Fort Bliss as “The
Spirit of STAR DAY Flags Expedition” on June 14, 2005 to climb to North Peak (7,192’) of the
Franklin Mountains in The City of El Paso to display “The Spirit of STAR DAY Flags” on Flag
Day!
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THE MOMUMENT PROJECT

PHOTOGRAPH 23: The combination of a “Texas Flag of Silver” and “BisonStar Sculpture” as
illustrated in the above photograph represents a model of “THE MARY ANN (MOLLY) GOODNIGHT (SKY
AND GROUND) MONUMENT (The Monument)” proposed by The Texas Bison Student Study Group and is
offered for a $72 donation to The STAR DAY Foundation as Donation Premium Gift (DPG KIT-5B). DPG KIT
5B is a DPG KIT 5A with The BisonStar Sculpture added and packaged in a larger State of Texas Treasure
Box.

“THE MARY ANN (MOLLY) GOODNIGHT MONUMENT (The Monument)” is a
collaborative student STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) initiative
hosted by The PALS of Texas Volunteers Corp and sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation
among teachers, students and their families and community volunteers of The Texas Bison
Student Study Group, The Texas Astronomy Group and The Texas Silver Student Study Group.
The Monument is being pioneered and led to forever honor and remember the life and legacy of
Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight (1839-1926) who has been inducted into The First PALS of Texas
Hall of Honor as the woman who saved the last free roaming Texas bison of The Great Texas
Southern Prairie Bison Herd in Palo Duro Canyon in 1878 with the help of her husband Charles
Goodnight (1836-1929), the first manager of The John Adair (JA) Ranch in 1876.  The Texas
bison herd of Caprock Canyons State Park is known today as: “The Official State Bison Herd of
Texas.”

The John Adair (JA) Ranch in partnership with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
rounded up the last surviving 36 bison found on the ranch saved in 1878 by Mary Ann (Molly)
Goodnight (1839-1926) and donated them in 1997 to 15,000 acre Caprock Canyons State Park
located just a few miles north of the City of Quitaque in Briscoe County. The exciting story of
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the roundup may be explored in an article from the Texas Magazine posted with permission at
the website of The STAR DAY Foundation at: http://thestardayfoundation.org/wp/wp-
content/uploads/2015/09/NUMBER-2-THE-TEXAS-PARKS-AND-WILDLIFE-MAGAZINE-
MARCH-2011-ARTICLE-RUSSELL-ROE.pdf.

The proposed Monument shall be constructed on the grounds of The Mary Ann (Molly)
Goodnight Library at Camp Goodnight Texas in The William Elmo Merrem Frontier Wilderness
in Briscoe County. The Monument is composed of a unique interlinked “Sky Monument” and
“Land Monument.” The Sky Monument is composed of The Great Texas “Old Blue” Bison
Constellation (The Sky Constellation) and “The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Sky Valley
(The Sky Valley).”

The Sky Monument development was pioneered and led by Dr. Andrew Kerr, Midland
Planetarium Director, in partnership with the Midland West Texas Astronomy Club. The Sky
Monument was proposed by The Texas Astronomy Student Study Group sponsored by The
STAR DAY Foundation and introduced at a special event hosted by The Midland Planetarium
on August 31, 2011, the night of a “Texas Blue Moon”! The Sky Constellation has been created
to honor and memorialize “OLD BLUE.” The Sky Constellation is composed of 254 stars one
for each Texas County. The Sky Monument rises in the Texas southern sky in September. The
Sky Valley is a patch of sky just east of The Sky Constellation and determined by four (4) sky
points as an asterism. The Sky Valley is a “Texas Flag of Sky” with an aspect ratio of 1.5. The
Sky Valley as a Texas Flag of Sky is further partitioned into a matrix of 7920 x 7920 smaller
Texas Flags of Sky. The Lone Star of each Texas Flag of Sky (62,726,400)  in The Sky Valley
represents a the “Spirit” of new born calf in Texas of The Great Texas Southern Plains Bison
Herd that migrated into the land that is now the State of Texas thousands of years ago even
before people populated the land. The number 62,726,400 estimates the total number of bison
born in Texas and roamed free on the land that is now the State of Texas since the first bison
migrated into Texas. The hypothesis of The Texas Astronomy Student Study Group is that each
Texas Flag of Sky in The Sky Valley contains at least one star! The “Texas Silver Bison”
Donation Savings Coin (1 gram 99.9% fine silver 15mm x 1mm) represents the Lone Star of
each Texas Flag of Sky in The Sky Valley and represents a unique new born bison calf. In a
poetic way, The Lone Star of each Texas Flag of Sky in The Sky Valley represents the legendary
answer to the rhetorical question: “Where Have All The Bison Gone!”

“THE MARY ANN (MOLLY) GOODNIGHT LAND MONUMENT (The Land
Monument)” is simply the projection of “THE MARY ANN (MOLLY) GOODNIGHT SKY
MOMUMENT (The Sky Monument)” onto a fixed location on the earth. The Great Texas “Old
Blue” Bison Constellation projects onto a large “BisonStar Sculpture.” The large “BisonStar
Sculpture” shall be designed at The State of Treasure Workshop using the “Ironwood Bison
Sculpture” as a model. The large “BisonStar Sculpture” shall be constructed using an interior
tubular framework covered over by copper sheeting externally etched with the features of a
bison. The Sky Valley of The Sky Monument projects onto a parcel of land immediately to the
east of “BisonStar Sculpture” called The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Land Valley (The Land
Valley). The Land Valley is a parcel of rectangular land 990 feet by 660 feet (15 acres exactly)

http://thestardayfoundation.org/wp/wp-


52

with an aspect ration of 1.5 and is designated as a “The Land Valley” component of “The Mary
Ann (Molly) Goodnight Land Monument.”  The Land Valley is also referred to as a “Texas Flag
of Land.” The Land Valley as a Texas Flag of Land is further partitioned into a matrix of 7,920
x 7920 smaller Texas Flags of Land. Each Texas Flag of Sky in The Sky Valley is uniquely
numbered by a row and column designation. When projected on the earth each Texas Flag of
Sky in The Sky Valley identifies a unique matrix address of a Texas Flag of Land in The Land
Valley in the 15 acre parcel of land. The Lone Star of each Texas Flag of Sky uniquely connects
to the associated Lone Star of each Texas Flag of Land in The Land Valley. Based on designed
specifications above, a Texas Flag of Land in the 15 acre parcel defining The Land Valley is
exactly 1.5 inches by 1.0 inches and is the same dimensions of the Texas flag printed on each
Camp Goodnight Texas Tent (card)!

The Camp Goodnight Texas Flag of Sky Tent (card) featuring a unique number to identify
a Texas Flag of Sky in The Sky Valley is the same number which uniquely identifies a Texas
Flag of Land in The Land Valley! Calculating the matrix address from the unique number is a
simple process. The State of Texas flag printed on the Tent is precisely 1.5 inches by 1.0 inches
and represents a unique parcel of land in The Land Valley that shall be owned by the student
donor offered as a Donation Premium Gift as a “Texas Donation Land Grant” to establish their
“Family Homestead Spirit Bison Ranch” in The William Elmo Merrem Frontier Wilderness in
Briscoe County, Texas. The Lone Star of a Texas Flag of Sky in The Sky Valley represents the
“Spirit” of a new born bison calf of “The Great Texas Southern Plains Prairie Bison Herd” that
once grew up, roamed free and died on the land that is now known as the State of Texas.

To commemorate the “Spirit” of each new born bison calf of “The Great Texas South
Plains Prairie Bison Herd” that roamed free on the land that is now known as the State of Texas,
The State of Texas Treasure Workshop of The STAR DAY Foundation has designed a “Texas
Silver Bison” Donation Savings Coin. The coin is being manufactured by The Texas BisonStar
Mint (TBM) Corporation of The STAR DAY Foundation and offered by The STAR DAY
Foundation as a Donation Premium Gift (DPG 3 KIT) to donors as illustrated above.
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CHAPTER 7
THE FUND

At the request of The Texas Bison Student Study Group, The STAR DAY Foundation
established “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund (The Fund)” with a challenging
goal and a set of activities to help launch The Fund (SB-17). The goal proposed by The Group
is to invite Texas families and their school age children along with other Texans, Texas business
and friends of Texas worldwide to save and donate to The STAR DAY Foundation to pioneer
and lead an effort help raise 100 million dollars! The Fund has been established as an
“Endowment Fund” whose annual interest shall support an annual grant to the Quitaque
Caprock Partners Foundation to pioneer and lead the management in partnership with Caprock
Canyons State Park Superintendent of additional conservation, preservation and restoration
initiatives of the majestic 15,000 acre Caprock Canyons State Park land and the unique bison
herd at the park now known as “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas” considered by The
Group to be a “State of Texas Treasure.”  The reader may wish to visit the Caprock Partners
Foundation website at: http://caprockpartnersfoundation.com. Addition information about the
Caprock Partners Foundation may be reviewed at: http://www.texansstateparks.org/id36.html.

SEPTEMBER 12, 2013-MARY ANN (M0LLY) GOODNIGHT DAY, QUITAQUE,
TEXAS-Dennis M. Kulvicki, President of The STAR DAY Foundation of El Paso, rounds up the “First
Donation Donor” to launch “THE OFFICIAL STATE BISON HERD OF TEXAS FUND.” Donald K. Beard,
Superintendent of Caprock Canyons State Park, volunteered and donated the “first dollar” on Mary Ann (Molly)
Goodnight Day during a “Caprock Area Tourism Seminar” conducted at the Quitaque Hope Center. Governor

http://caprockpartnersfoundation.com
http://www.texansstateparks.org/id36.html
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Perry, a 1999 STAR DAY Founder, El Paso State Senator Rodriguez, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
Executive Director Smith and others sent congratulatory messages to The STAR DAY Foundation. Pictured
from left to right are: Dennis M. Kulvicki, Rebecca Miller, Freda Hughes, Brenda Price, Donald Beard, Laramy
Estel, Jake Gass, James Orciz and Le’Ann Pigg.

THE SEAL

THE DONORS

The STAR DAY Foundation shall invite Texans and Texas businesses to volunteer to
roundup, save and donate to The STAR DAY Foundation to support the goal and activities of
The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund as a STAR DAY birthday gift for the State of
Texas.  A person or a business wishing to donate 100% of their donation directly to The Official
State Bison Herd of Texas Fund may do so at the website of The STAR DAY Foundation at the
time of donation.
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THE PROGRAMS
The State of Texas Treasure Workshop is pioneering and leading an effort to develop

innovative fundraising programs as activities of “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund.”
The following fundraising programs being studied are highlighted as:

PROGRAM 1: A Texan may wish to participate in “THE OFFICIAL STATE BISON
HERD OF TEXAS FUND STAR DAY AID PROGRAM (The Program)” by volunteering to
donate their “Age In Dollars” each year on their birthday, a personal “State of Texas
Anniversary Remembrance (STAR) Day in Texas, as their personal STAR DAY birthday gift to
the State of Texas!

PROGRAM 2: A Texas business may wish to participate in The Program by presenting each
employee on his/her STAR DAY of employment a collection of State of Texas “My BisonStar”
Donation Savings Coins with a donation value equal to the number of years that an employee
has worked for the company to honor and recognize an employees’ service to their company. A
STAR DAY of employment is the date on the calendar when the employee first joined the
company.

PROGRAM 3: The STAR DAY Foundation shall also invite each Texas financial service
institution such as a Texas Bank or a Texas Credit Union to join The Program by making
periodic donations to The STAR DAY Foundation to acquire and maintain an inventory of State
of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coins (The Program Coins) and State of
Texas Treasure Boxes to offer individual and business account holders the opportunity to make
donations directly at their community financial institution trading US currency for The Program
Coins.   In one sense, each Texas financial institution who volunteers to participate in The
Program acquires The Program Coins and provides the conversion service with the
understanding that their annual volunteer service is an annual STAR DAY birthday gift for the
State of Texas. The Program Coins are made available for face value conversion of US
currency. The Program Coins shall be available in donation values of $1, $5, $10 and $20. A
participating Texas financial institution may wish to pioneer and lead an effort to offer The
Program Coins to customers to support special promotional programs such as new customer
checking and saving accounts as well as offer Program Coins to customers who expand their
savings accounts.

PROGRAM 4: The STAR DAY Foundation shall invite Texas retailers such as restaurants to
participate in The Program by inviting them to periodically making donations to acquire
Program Coins from The STAR DAY Foundation or their local financial institution to support
the presentation of Program coins to customers during special promotional restaurant menu
offerings during the year.

PROGRAM 5: The STAR DAY Foundation shall invite each 4th-6th Texas school in
partnership with family and community business partners to establish and maintain a “PALS
OF TEXAS “READERS ARE LEADERS” PROGRAM” to use $1 Donation Savings Coin
and Story Bookmarks to award a student for each approved book read and reviewed in an after-
school library expanded learning opportunities network program created by The State of Texas
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Treasure Workshop and sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation. Details of this program shall
be posted on the website of The STAR DAY Foundation.

THE MOTTO
The “Motto  proposed by The Texas Bison Student Study Group and adopted by The STAR

DAY Foundation to support the goal and activities of The Official State Bison Herd of Texas
Fund is:

“BE A TEXAS BISONSTAR BUDDY BUCKEROO,
DONATE A BUCK OR TWO!”

The STAR DAY Foundation shall invite every Texas student to volunteer to join The Junior
PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation to roundup, save
and donate US dollars with the support of their parents and other relatives to The STAR DAY
Foundation to trade dollar for dollar for “My BisonStar” Donation Saving Coins whose
donation proceeds shall pioneer and led a Texas conservation, preservation and restoration
effort funded by The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund proposed by The Texas Bison
Student Study Group guided by The PALS OF Texas Volunteers and sponsored by The STAR
DAY Foundation.  Each participating Texas student shall be designated as a “Family Donation
Land Grant Homestead Ranch Spirit Bison Herdsman” with each “My BisonStar” Donation
Savings Coin representing a Spirit Bison of his/her Family Homestead Donation Land Grant
Ranch Spirit Bison Herd located in The William Elmo Merrem Frontier Wilderness in Briscoe
County, Texas!
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THE TENT

PHOTOGRAPH 24: The STAR DAY Foundation shall offer as a Donation Gift Premium a uniquely
numbered Texas Flag of Sky in The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Sky Valley. Each Texas Flag of Sky is
uniquely numbered as illustrated by the associated Texas Flag of Sky Camp Goodnight Texas Tent (card) which
has the folded dimensions of 2.0 inches by 3.5 inches. The PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps Badge represents a
donor who is visiting Camp Goodnight Texas and sleeping in his/her Tent under the stars at night that are “Big
and Bright Deep in the Heart of Briscoe County, Texas!” The Camp Goodnight Texas Tent is discussed in
greater detail in the pages ahead.

“The Camp Goodnight Texas Flag of Sky Tent (The Tent)” card is a uniquely
numbered commemorative “Donation Savings Benefit (DSB) Card” that is used as:

DSB 1-A Library Card for “The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Library”;
DSB 2-A Texas Flag of Sky Locator Card;
DSB 3-A Texas Flag of Land Locator Card;
DSB 4-A Texas Flag of Land Donation Land Grant Deed Card; and
DSB 5-A Texas Donation Stock Certificate Card

The reader shall find DSB 2-4 discussed in greater detail in this report.

DSB 5 is a special benefit offered to student volunteers of The Junior PALS of Texas
Volunteers Corps of The STAR DAY Foundation. The STAR DAY Foundation organized and
incorporated “The Texas BisonStar Mint (TBM) Corporation” to pioneer and lead the effort
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to support the manufacturing, inventorying and distribution of “State of Texas Treasure
Donation Premium Gifts” created by The State of Texas Treasure Workshop of The STAR DAY
Foundation as thank-you gifts to donors seeking to support the goal and activities of “The
Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund” sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation. TBM was
incorporated in Texas with 16,000 Capital (No-Par Value) Shares. The STAR DAY Foundation
has set aside 49.5% (7,920) of the TBM Capital (No-Par Value) Shares as special “Donation
Premium Gifts” for donors. Each TBM Capitol (No-Par Value) Share is divided into 7,920
“Donation Savings Shares” with each Donation Savings Share uniquely represented by a
“Camp Goodnight Texas Flag of Sky Tent (The Tent)” card. Each Tent card features an eight
digit number identifying one (1) unique “Donation Savings Share” of TBM Capital (No-Par
Value) Shares.
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THE SCULPTURE

PHOTOGRAPH 25: This photograph illustrates “The Official BisonStar Sculpture” which is hand-
carved from Ironwood. The BisonStar Sculpture shall be made available as an additional “Donation Gift
Premium” from The STAR DAY Foundation as an element of The State of Texas “My BisonStar” Donation
Savings Coin Collection created by The State of Texas Treasure Workshop and distributed to donors by The
Texas BisonStar Mint Corporation. The US Quarter is used to illustrate the size of The BisonStar Sculpture.

PHOTOGRAPH 26: The BisonStar Sculpture is a depiction of “BisonStar” “The Official Mascot” of
The Texas Bison Student Study Group sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation and is illustrated in the night
by “The Great Texas BisonStar Constellation” designed and developed by The Texas Astronomy Student Study
Group sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation and is a part of “The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Land and
Sky Monument” sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation.
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CAMP GOODNIGHT TEXAS

PHOTOGRAPH 27: The photograph is an illustration of “The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight
Monument (Land Component)” at Camp Goodnight Texas in “The William Elmo Merrem Wilderness Frontier”
in Briscoe County, Texas. The photograph above features rows and columns of Texas Flag of Sky Tents
occupied by PALS of Texas Volunteers as simulated by each PALS of Texas Volunteers Badges with a
BisonStar Sculpture in the foreground. The area of the Texas Flag on The Tent (1.5 inch x 1.0 inch) represents
the donor’s Donation Land Grant in The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Valley (Land Component). The
BisonStar Sculpture represents “The Great Texas “Old Blue” Bison Constellation illustrated above.

Camp Goodnight Texas is at present a “virtual camping ground concept” which shall be
developed in Briscoe County, Texas on land hopefully adjacent to Caprock Canyons State Park.
A parcel of land shall be purchased from funds donated by Texas students and their families and
others to be set aside as a “Texas Conservation Land Trust” to support Texas conservation,
preservation and restoration activities of The Texas Bison Student Study Group. The parcel of
land shall be designated by The STAR DAY Foundation as “THE WILLIAM ELMO MERREM
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WILDERNESS FRONTIER (The Frontier).” William Elmo Merrem (1897-1982)  was inducted
into The First Pioneers and Leaders of the State (PALS) of Texas Hall of Honor in 2011 William
Elmo Merrem was the first Texas Boy Scout to achieve the rank of Eagle Scout. A William
Elmo Merrem Story Bookmark illustrating his life and legacy may be found in APPENDIX 2 of
this report.

The First PALS of Texas Hall of Honor was established by The STAR DAY Foundation in
2000. The Frontier shall be the home of The PALS of Texas Volunteers Memorial Forest and
Camp Goodnight Texas on whose camping grounds shall be located The Mary Ann (Molly)
Goodnight Library, The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight (Land and Sky) Monument, The Texas
Prairie Bison Observatory, The Great Texas “Old Blue” Bison Observatory and the Texas
BisonStar Mint Corporation and its divisions.

“Old Blue” is the name of the very “first” female bison of The Great Texas Southern Plains
Prairie Bison Herd born on the land that is now the State of Texas. “BisonStar” the “Official
Mascot” of the Texas Bison Student Study Group born at Caprock Canyons State Park during
May 2013 is said to be a direct descendant of “Old Blue.”  The legacy of “Old Blue” has been
captured and immortalized in the creation of The Great Texas “Old Blue” Constellation by the
Texas Astronomy Student Study Group sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation.
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THE ROUNDUP

PHOTOGRAPH 28: The above collection of commemoratives illustrates “The Great Texas BisonStar
Migration Roundup (The Roundup)” sponsored by The Texas Bison Student Study Group guided by The PALS
of Texas Volunteers that concludes at Camp Goodnight Texas on September 12 each year on The Mary Ann
(Molly) Goodnight Day in Texas. The Spirit Bison of several PALS of Texas Volunteers families illustrated by
Camp Good Night Texas Flag of Sky Tents with The PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps Badges representing
“Spirit Riders.” A Texas Flag of Silver represents a Texas Flag at each of The Pals of Texas Flag of Sky Tents
at Camp Goodnight Texas. The Spirit Bison are represented by different BisonStar Donation Savings Coins. In
the lead on the migration trail is “BisonStar” represented by a BisonStar Sculpture. The Roundup begins on
March 5 each year on The Charles Goodnight Day in Texas when PALS of Texas Volunteers families and the
school-age children begin an effort to use the funds they raised and saved during the school year to acquire
additional BisonStar Donation Savings Coins to expand their Family Homestead Ranch Spirit Bison Herd. The
STAR DAY Foundation encourages the parents, grandparents and other relatives of their school age children to
partner together to initially establish and maintains a “PALS of Texas Volunteers Family Homestead Spirit
Ranch” in The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Monument Valley at Camp Goodnight Texas in The William
Elmo Merrem Wilderness Frontier in Briscoe County, Texas. Each year PALS of Texas Volunteer Families
representing a Texas school plan, develop and conduct an expedition on “The Quitaque Trail” to travel to
Quitaque for “The PALS of Texas Volunteers Roundup” during the three-day “Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight
Celebration Days” to conduct business, visit and explore the majestic 15,000 acre Caprock Canyons State Park
and seek and discover bison herd art the park now known as “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas”, attend
“The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Library Luncheon Seminar” and participate in three-day and two-night
“PALS of Texas Star Party” conducted in the park featuring amateur and professional presentations using Star
Party telescopes.
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CHAPTER 8
THE LIBRARY

“The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Library (The Library)” has been established by
The STAR DAY Foundation in 2015 initially as a “Virtual Library” at the website of The STAR
DAY Foundation with the primary goal of being the “Official Library” of The STAR DAY
Foundation. With a fundraising effort sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation, The Library
shall be built in the City of Quitaque, known today as “The Official State Bison Capital of
Texas.”

The Library shall be located at Camp Goodnight Texas in The William Elmo Merrem
Wilderness Frontier sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation  Camp Goodnight Texas shall be
the home ranch site  of “The Pioneers and Leaders of the State (PALS) of Texas” established by
The STAR DAY Foundation on STAR DAY, February 19, 2000 to provide and opportunity for
Texas students and adults to support the Mission of The STAR DAY Foundation and the goals
of Texas Student Study Groups organized by The STAR DAY Foundation to support after-
school library expanded learning opportunities to explore and discover topics not generally
offer in their school curriculum; to plan, develop and conduct expedition to visit Texas State
Parks and other sites to study and document first-hand their Texas Student Study Group topic
during the school year and to conduct research to identify, document, recommend, nominate and
induct Texas men and women who are noted for being first in a walk-of-life in their specific
Texas Student Study Group topic area. This report provides numerous examples of Texas
Student Study Groups and their activities.

The STAR DAY Foundation shall purchase a parcel of land adjoining or adjacent to
Caprock Canyons State Park in partnership with The PALS of Texas Volunteers to be set-aside
as a “Texas Conservation Land Trust” as a gift from Texas families and their school children to
be designated as “THE WILLIAM ELMO MERREM WILDERNESS FRONTIER.” William
Elmo Merrem (1897-1982) (SB 28) was inducted into The First Pioneers and Leaders of the
State (PALS) of Texas Hall of Honor in 2011 William Elmo Merrem was the first Texas Boy
Scout to achieve the rank of Eagle Scout. The First PALS of Texas Hall of Honor was
established by The STAR DAY Foundation in 2000.

The Library shall seek to partner with Texas school libraries (4th Grade through 9th Grade)
and Texas and American history teachers to celebrate each year on or about September 12
“THE MARY ANN (MOLLY) GOODNIGHT DAY” in Texas and on or about March 5
“THE CHARLES GOODNIGHT DAY” in Texas to inspire and motivate students to explore
and discover the life and service of Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight (1839-1926) and Charles
Goodnight (1836-1929) and the founding and founders of Caprock Canyons State Park and The
Official State Bison Herd of Texas of Texas at the park, considered by The Texas Bison Student
Study Group sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation as a “STATE OF TEXAS
TREASURE!” The Texas Bison Student Study Group Story is illustrated in a Mary Ann
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(Molly) Goodnight Library Collection of Story Bookmarks in APPENDIX 1.

The Library shall host “THE PALS OF TEXAS READERS ARE LEADERS
PROGRAM” sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation at participating school libraries in
partnership with sponsoring school community businesses and non-profit organization.  A
primary goal of The Library is to pioneer and lead an effort to tell the story of the founding and
founders of Caprock Canyons State Park and The Official State Bison Herd of Texas by creating
a “Story Bookmark” Collection that shall be used to support The Texas Bison Student Study
Groups’ expanded learning opportunities network curriculum offered at partnering Texas
schools and by home schooling families.  .

A sample Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight (1839-1926) Story Bookmark is presented below
for review. An additional goal of The Library shall be to raise the funds to support the
publishing a book devoted to telling the story of Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight (1839-1926).
The Library also shall seek to republish a collection of books that shall be used to support The
Texas Bison Student Study Groups’ expanded learning opportunities curriculum. The first three
(3) out-of-print book titles selected by The Library are illustrated in the following pages. The
Library shall invite Texas families and their schoolchildren to help raise funds to support the
effort to publish and republish Story Books that shall support the opportunity for schoolchildren
to explore and discover the life and service of Molly and the founding and founders of the
Caprock Canyons State Park and The Official State Bison Herd of Texas she helped save for the
people of Texas.

The Library is dedicated to honoring and remembering the life and legacy of Mary Ann
(Molly) Goodnight (1829-1926) who with the help of her husband Charles Goodnight (1836-
1929) is credited with “indirectly” saving the last bison descendants of “The Great Southern
Plains Bison Herd” who roamed free on the land that is now know as the State of Texas. In 1876
Charles Goodnight (1836-1929) was the first JA (John Adair) Ranch Manager.

The JA Ranch was initially located in the Texas Panhandle-Plains in Palo Duro Canyon.
When Charles Goodnight and his ranch workers arrived in Palo Duro Canyon with a small herd
of cattle he immediately established an initial JA Ranch Headquarters’ site known today as the
“Old Home Ranch” site. Charles was faced with a very challenging problem. On the initial JA
Ranch range a herd of nearly 15,000 bison roamed free enjoining the Palo Duro grass and water.
Charles recognized that the JA Ranch cattle and the bison herd could not co-exist. Charles hired
William C. “Bill” Koogle (1848-1915) a noted bison hunter to quickly exterminate the bison
herd. Koogle organized a crew of 18 to begin the bison hunt.

Koogle was very successful in killing the 1000’s of bison and scattering the remaining
bison. Koogle invited Charles to expand the bison hunt but Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight
influenced her husband to discontinue the bison hunt. Molly found that Koogle would not waste
bison cartridges to kill bison calves or yearlings since he was making additional money in
skinning adult bison and selling and trading their skins for supplies. Molly found out that many
bison calves and yearlings were dying of hunger on the JA Ranch range as told by the stories of
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JA Ranch cattle wranglers returning to the ranch headquarters from their range duties. Charles
following the advice of Molly stopped the bison slaughter and instead gave Koogle and his
crew a contract to fence off the initial JA Ranch property.  It is true that eventually Charles
becomes very interested in crossing bison with his cattle. In 1888 Charles and Molly leave the
JA Ranch with bison and cattle to start their own cattle/bison ranch. The bison that Charles took
from the JA Ranch are not the bison that now are at Caprock Canyons State Park.  In 1996, the
JA Ranch rounded-up the very last bison that were descendants of the Koogle bison hunt and
donated them to Caprock Rock Canyons State Park. Only 36 bison could be found! Today
(2016) the park herd numbers approximately 140 bison!! The Texas Bison Student Study Group
sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation pioneered and led a conservation, preservation and
restoration activity in partnership with Texas State Legislators in 2011 to successfully have the
Texas State Legislature designate the park bison herd as “The Official State Bison Herd of
Texas.” The Group believes that “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas” is in fact as “State of
Texas Treasure!”

The reader may wish to explore the expanded Story Article authored by Robert W. Brown,
“Bill Koogle (1849-1915)-The Mysterious Man of the West” published in Volume 2 as Article 4
of The Texas Bison Student Study Group Journal at the website of The STAR DAY Foundation.

THE JOURNAL
The reader may wish to visit the website of The STAR DAY Foundation to explore and

discover “Story Articles” authored by our volunteers of The PALS of Texas Volunteers
published in “The Texas Bison Student Study Group Journal.” Volume 2 of The Journal has
been posted. Each Story Article of The Journal is posted as PDF document that may be read
online or downloaded, saved and read on a digital device of the reader as his/her schedule
permits.  The Story Bookmarks, Story Articles and Story Books published by The STAR DAY
Foundation and archived at The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Library are used as curriculum
materials to support the objectives and activities of a charted POST (Point Of Service In
Texas) of The PALS of Texas Volunteers at partnering Texas schools and home schooling
families.
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THE “MY BISONSTAR”POSTER KIT
(DPG KIT 6)

THE
OFFICIAL JUNIOR PALS OF TEXAS 3D WALLPAPER POSTER

DONATION PREMIUM GIFT KIT

THE

“MY BISONSTAR”
OFFICIAL 3D WALLPAPER POSTER

OF THE MARY ANN (MOLLY) GOODNIGHT LIBRARY AND THE TEXAS
BISON STUDENT STUDY GROUP

The Texas Bison Student Study Group (The Group)  sponsored by The STAR DAY
Foundation  has adopted an “Official 3D Wallpaper Poster” to help illustrate the majestic park
land and unique bison herd of Caprock Canyons State Park located just three miles north of the
City of Quitaque, Texas now known as “The Official State Bison Capital of Texas.”  The Poster
features “BisonStar”, the “Official Mascot” of The Group depicted as a bison calf. BisonStar
was born at the park in May 2013.

A park prairie dog is illustrated on the right of The Poster and is named “Buddy.” In the
center bottom of The Poster Mexican Hat flowers can be seen. The Group has selected the
Mexican Hat flower to represent the many native flowers that abound in the park. The Group
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that named a Mexican Hat flower “Jose” character to help tell the story of the native flowers
and other native plants at the park. BisonStar shall be a story character that shall help tell the
story of “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas” at the Park. Buddy shall help tell the story of
the many animals that call the park their home. In the background one can view the majestic
Caprock Canyons geology against a cloud filled blue sky.

The Poster shall be used at the website of The STAR DAY Foundation as the entry portal
to a website universe that shall provide members of The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Library
(The Library) established by The STAR DAY Foundation to provide the opportunity to explore
and discover the wonders of the majestic park land, bison herd, flowers, plants and animals and
all the other living creatures that call the park their home. The Group shall invite Texas students
and students worldwide to join The Library to also explore and discover The Groups’
conservation, preservation and restoration initiatives by studying their Story Bookmarks, Story
Articles, Story Books and Story Videos of The Library. The Library shall invite Texas school
libraries to establish a POST (Point Of Service in Texas) as a “special library” to assist students
to access and use the digital story collections of The Library to support an expanded learning
opportunities as an after-school student enrichment program. The Poster shall be offered to
Texas families and individuals as a “Donation Premium Gift.” The Poster is designed as a 2 foot
by 3 foot removable wallpaper for a young person’s home or school library shipped in a protect
tube.

THE CHARACTERS
The story of “BisonStar”, “Jose” and “Buddy” are illustrated by the next three (3) Story

Bookmarks. Each shall be featured as “Story Character” in a Story Book Series entitled: “The
Great Adventures of BisonStar, Jose and Buddy” authored by The State of Texas Treasure
Workshop and published by The Texas BisonStar Press, an affiliate for-profit small business
division of The Texas BisonStar Mint (TBM) Corporation established by The STAR DAY
Foundation in the City of Quitaque.

THE “MY BISONSTAR” POSTER KIT (DPG KIT-6)
The “My BisonStar” Poster Donation Premium Gift Kit (DPG KIT 6) shall be offered by

The STAR DAY Foundation for a $24 donation featuring The Poster with BisonStar, Jose and
Buddy Story Bookmarks as illustrated below. The Kit shall also feature a State of Texas “My
BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin Collection composed of one (1) Twenty Dollar Donation
Savings Coins, and four (4) One Dollar Donation Savings Coins in a State of Texas Treasure
Box and a Camp Goodnight Texas Tent shipped by USPS to the donors US address. The Kit
shall expand the student’s “Family Homestead BisonStar Spirit Bison Herd” at their “Family
Homestead BisonStar Spirit Ranch” in The William Elmo Merrem Frontier Wilderness with the
student volunteering to act as “The Family Homestead BisonStar Spirit Herdsman” of The
Junior PALS of Texas stationed at Camp Goodnight Texas in The William Elmo Merrem
Frontier Wilderness in Briscoe County, Texas.
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BISONSTAR-AN OFFICIAL STORY BOOK CHARACTER
THE GREAT ADVENTURES OF BISONSTAR, JOSE AND BUDDY
CREATED BY THE STATE OF TEXAS TREASURE WORKSHOP
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JOSE-AN OFFICIAL STORY BOOK CHARACTER
THE GREAT ADVENTURES OF BISONSTAR, JOSE AND BUDDY
CREATED BY THE STATE OF TEXAS TREASURE WORKSHOP
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BUDDY-AN OFFICIAL STORY BOOK CHARACTER
THE GREAT ADVENTURES OF BISONSTAR, JOSE AND BUDDY
CREATED BY THE STATE OF TEXAS TREASURE WORKSHOP
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THE BOOKS

“The State of Texas is Buffalo Land!”….The Texas
Bison Student Study Group

PHOTOGRAPH 29: The STAR DAY Foundation at the request of The Texas Bison Student Study
Group shall seek to partner with the publisher of “Buffalo Land” to republish this title for adoption by “THE
MARY ANN (MOLLY) GOODNIGHT LIBRARY” as a Texas Bison Student Study Group ”Story Book
Reader” in support of The Texas Bison Student Study Group expanded learning opportunities network
curriculum. Buffalo Land shall be published by The Texas BisonStar Press, a division of The Texas BisonStar
Mint Corporation established by The STAR DAY Foundation.
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THE WILLIAM DAVID BERRY (1926-1997) STORY BOOKMARK
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PHOTOGRAPH 30: The STAR DAY Foundation is pioneering and leading an effort to partner with
publishers to republish book titles that have been proposed by The Texas Bison Student Study Group as readers
in support The Texas Bison Student Study Group Expanded Learning Opportunities Network (ELON)
Curriculum. The STAR DAY Foundation shall establish and maintain “THE MARY ANN (MOLLY)
GOODNIGHT LIBRARY” which shall feature books that shall be offered to Texas families as “Donation
Books.” Each Donation Book title shall be supported by a Story Bookmark. The STAR DAY Foundation shall
offer “The Charles Goodnight-Pioneer Cowman Book Kit (DPG KIT 7)” in 2017 for a $40 donation to The
STAR DAY Foundation in support of the goal and activities of “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund”
sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation. The DPG KIT 7 shall contain the book, a Charles Goodnight
Bookmark and a $40 collection of State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coins and a
Camp Goodnight Texas Flag of Sky Tent. The coins shall be placed in a State of Texas Treasure Box along
with the other specified donation commemoratives packaged and sent to the donor’s US address by USPS mail.
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THE CHARLES GOODNIGHT (1836-1929) STORY BOOKMARK
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PHOTOGRAPH 31: The STAR DAY Foundation at the request of The Texas Bison Student Study
Group shall seek to partner with the publisher of “Buffalo Jones-The M an Who Saved America’s Bison” to
republish this title for adoption by “THE MARY ANN (MOLLY) GOODNIGHT LIBRARY.”.
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THE CHARLES JESSE JONES (1844-1919) STORY BOOKMARK
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PRESS AND EDITOR CONTACT:
Dennis M. Kulvicki
President
The STAR DAY Foundation
P. O. Box 640010
El Paso, Texas 79904-0010
(915) 751-2244
dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org
http://www.thestardayfoundation.org

IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SEPTEMBER 13, 2014-PANHANDLE PLAINS HISTORICAL MUSEUM-
CANYON, TEXAS-Dennis M. Kulvicki, President of The STAR DAY Foundation, meets with Carol A. Winn,
author of “Buffalo Jones-The Man Who Saved America’s Bison” at “The Molly Goodnight Day Celebration” at the
Panhandle Plains Historical Museum. Ms. Winn is a School Librarian in Amarillo. Ms. Winn is also an author of several
articles published in “The Texas Bison Student Study Group Journal” at the website of The STAR DAY Foundation. She
also nominated Charles Jesse Jones (1844-1919) to be inducted into “The First Pioneers and Leaders of the State (PALS)
of Texas Hall of Honor” sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation and is the “Jones Induction Story Bookmark” author.
Ms. Winn has been invited by The STAR DAY Foundation to write a book to be published by The Texas BisonStar Press
a division of The Texas Bison Star Mint Corporation organized by The STAR DAY Foundation as a 7th, 8th and 9th grade
reader to honor and remember the life and achievements of Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight (1839-1936). The book,
bookmark and supporting commemorative educational materials shall be offered as a “Donation Premium Gift: to families
making a donation and wishing to support the goal and activities of “The Official Texas Bison Herd of Texas Fund.”

mailto:dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org
http://www.thestardayfoundation.org
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PRESS AND EDITOR CONTACT:
Dennis M. Kulvicki
President
The STAR DAY Foundation
P. O. Box 640010
El Paso, Texas 79904-0010
(915) 751-2244
dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org
http://www.thestardayfoundation.org

IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SEPTEMBER 18, 2015-QUITAQUE-TEXAS-The STAR DAY Foundation President Dennis
M. Kulvicki (left) presented to City of Quitaque Librarian Aleta Sperry (right) a copy of “Charles Goodnight-A Pioneer
Cowman” with a supporting “Charles Goodnight Story Bookmark” featuring the exact text of House Concurrent
Resolution (HCR) 51 authored by State Representative Ken King and sponsored by State Senator Kel Seliger during the
83rd Texas Legislature to designate March 5 as “The Charles Goodnight Day” in Texas. HCR 51 was proposed by The
Texas Bison Student Study Group (The Group)  sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation and is composed of 4th-9th

grade volunteer teachers, librarians, community volunteers including parents and advisors. Teachers, librarians and
students at partnering schools plan, develop and conduct “The Spirit of Charles Goodnight Day Celebration” with cookies
and drinks while illustrating their art work, pioneer poetry and historical posters in their respective school libraries as an
after school expanded learning opportunities program. The “PALS of Texas Readers Are Leaders” book donation
program is an activity of The Group with the support of “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund” sponsored by The
STAR DAY Foundation. Photograph was taken by Librarian Kim Patrick.

mailto:dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org
http://www.thestardayfoundation.org
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CHAPTER 9
THE STAR DAY FOUNDATION

“THE FINAL ACT”
February 19, 1846 – Austin- At the wood-planked capitol building of the Republic of Texas at Hickory (8th) and Colorado streets in
Austin, Travis County. Norman Price, Artist. Print courtesy of the University of Texas American History Collection at Austin.

THE INAUGURATION
On Thursday, February 19, 1846, two great Texas politicians met in front of the wood-

planked Capitol building of the Republic of Texas in the City of Austin, Travis County to
conduct one of the most important peace time flag services in the history of the United States.
Dr. Anson Jones (1798-1858), the last President of the Republic of Texas, lowered the Lone Star
flag of the Republic of Texas for the last official time at 12 noon and witnessed the flag of the
United States being raised over the State of Texas, the 28th state of the Union, as James
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Pinckney Henderson (1808-1858) was sworn in as the first Governor of the State of Texas to the
cheers of a few thousand Austin residents and visitors.

The entry of Texas as the 28th state of the United States was a leading factor in the
Republic of Mexico declaring war against the United States in 1846. Governor James Pinckney
Henderson was formally invited by the first State of Texas Legislature to take a leave of absence
from his duties as Governor and lead the State of Texas volunteers into battle which he did as an
outstanding leader of men. Governor Henderson was formally honored by the United States
Congress with commemorative sword for his feats of valor during the Mexican War.

THE FOUNDATION
The STAR DAY Foundation was organized in 1998 and established in 1999 as a Texas

nonprofit, 501(c)3 tax exempt, corporation with the  MISSION to carry out the legislative intent
of the STAR DAY Bill (Senate Bill 1656-76th State Legislature) in partnership with all Texas
public schools and the people of the State of Texas. The mission and educational activities of
The STAR DAY Foundation have been dedicated to carrying out the legislative intent of the
STAR DAY bill (Senate Bill 1656-76th) in partnership with Texas schools and other
organizations to inspire a greater appreciation for the history of the state and to honor and
remember the life and legacy of the first pioneers and leaders who founded the State of Texas
on February 19, 1846. The STAR DAY Bill states that all Texas public schools and other
organizations shall celebrate the birthday of the State of Texas on the 19th of February each year
with appropriate and patriotic programs to inspire a greater appreciation of the history of the
state.

The STAR DAY Foundation has since 1996 planned, developed and conducted “The Spirit
of STAR DAY Celebration” on February 19 each year with the support of State of Texas
Governor’s George W. Bush, Rick Perry and Greg Abbott with the mission to invite Texas
schools to pioneer and lead an effort to celebrate the birthday of the State of Texas at their
respective schools and to offer their time to volunteer to make Service Achievements of Merit
(SAM) as their annual birthday gifts for the State of Texas. During odd years The STAR DAY
Foundation conducts “The Spirit of STAR DAY Celebration” on STAR DAY February 19 in the
Texas State Capitol Rotunda in partnership with sponsoring State Senators and State
Representatives. During even years The STAR DAY Foundation accepts an invitation from a
Texas school to conduct “The Spirit of STAR DAY Celebration” at their institution as an all-
school community event.

The STAR DAY Bill was initiated by a Daniel B. Kulvicki, 9th grade United States History
students’ as a class paper. State Representative Craig Eiland introduced the bill and State
Senator Mike Jackson sponsored the bill during the 76th State of Texas Legislature. The bill was
signed into law by Governor George W. Bush on June 18, 1999. In order to show support for the
bill, the student invited and received Memorial Resolutions from all 254 Texas County Judges, a
first in Texas history in support of a legislative initiative. The support of all 254 Texas Counties
for the passage of The STAR DAY Bill was pioneered and led by Galveston County Judge
James D. Yarbrough and Loving County Judge Donald C. Creager.
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THE PALS OF TEXAS VOLUNTEERS CORPS

The Pioneers and Leaders of the State (PALS) of Texas Volunteers Corps was established
in 2000 to pioneer and lead a statewide effort to support the Mission of The STAR DAY
Foundation to plan, develop and conduct the birthday of the State of Texas on STAR DAY the
19th of February each year with appropriate and patriotic programs in partnership with Texas
schools and other organizations to inspire and motivate young Texans to explore and discover
the founding and founders of the State of Texas as their historical heritage. The PALS of Texas
Volunteers are organized into Texas Student Study Groups.

Currently, The STAR DAY Foundation has organized with the help of The PALS of Texas
Volunteers twelve (12) Texas Student Study Groups to provide students with the unique
opportunity to volunteer and participate in after-school expanded learning opportunity activities
at their school libraries. The participating students also have the opportunity to pioneer and lead
as individuals or in groups in planning, developing and conducting service achievements of
merit as their annual STAR DAY birthday gifts for the State of Texas guided by The PALS of
Texas Volunteers.

The Texas Bison Student Study Group was established by The STAR DAY Foundation on
September 12, 2010, “The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Day” in Texas, and is guided by The
PALS of Texas Volunteers with the help of teachers, librarians, parents and advisors at
partnering schools. The PALS of Texas Volunteers plan to meet annually in Quitaque for a
three-day weekend called: “THE PALS OF TEXAS VOLUNTEERS ROUNDUP (The
Roundup).” The attendees of The Roundup shall conduct business and their families shall
enjoy a musical camping visit with great food to explore and discover the majestic park land
and “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas”. The families may also wish to attend “THE
GREAT TEXAS BISONSTAR PARTY” in the evenings to enjoy the dark night skies of the
park with the help of partnering area amateur and professional astronomers to view “The Great
Texas BisonStar Constellation.” The highlight of The Round Up each year shall be attending
“The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Library Luncheon!”
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THE BADGE

PHOTOGRAPH 32: The design above is featured on “The PALS of Texas Volunteers Badge” which
shall be offered as a “Donation Gift Premium” designed by The State of Texas Treasure and manufactured by
The Texas BisonStar Mint Corporation in support of the fundraising goal and fundraising activities of “THE
OFFICIAL STATE BISON HERD OF TEXAS FUND.” The Badge is 1 inch in diameter featuring a pin and
cap on the back. The design of the “Lone Star” featuring the letters of Texas is found in the Texas State Capitol
Rotunda in Austin, Travis County, Texas. A person visiting the Rotunda may see this design when the visitor
steps into the middle of the Rotunda and looks straight up. The visitor will see the design at the very top of the
Rotunda Dome. The design was a featured emblem of The Republic of Texas (1836-1846). The phrase “CAMP
GOODNIGHT TEXAS” is the name of the “Official Camp Grounds” of The PALS of Texas Volunteers.

The PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps (The Volunteers) was organized by The STAR DAY
Foundation on STAR DAY, February 19, 2000 to provide individuals the opportunity to help
pioneer and lead the effort to support the mission and activities of The STAR DAY Foundation
including efforts to support Texas Student Study Groups charted by The STAR DAY Foundation
at partnering Texas public and private schools and at Texas Homeschooling sites. The Junior
PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps (The Junior Volunteers) are K-12 students who volunteer to
participate in a Texas School Student Study Group sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation
and who are supervised by their parents as their plan, develop and conduct service achievements
of merit as their annual STAR DAY birthday gift for the State of Texas.  In each Texas County,
The STAR DAY Foundation is inviting persons to volunteer and enlist in The PALS of Texas
Volunteers Corps to honor and remember the lives and achievements of men and women of
their respective counties who have passed, who are generally known for being first in a walk of
life or who have had made a notable first and who had  made service achievements of merit for
the state; to pioneer and lead Induction Service Events hosted by their county institutions to
induct nominated persons into “THE FIRST PIONEERS AND LEADERS OF THE STATE
(PALS) OF TEXAS HALL OF HONOR” hosted by The PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps and
sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation since 2000.

Currently, The STAR DAY Foundation has organized with the help of The PALS of Texas
Volunteers Corps twelve (12) Texas Student Study Groups to provide students with the unique
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opportunity to volunteer and participate in after-school expanded learning opportunity activities
at their school libraries. The participating students also have the opportunity to pioneer and lead
as individuals or in groups in planning, developing and conducting service achievements of
merit as their annual STAR DAY birthday gifts for the State of Texas guided by The PALS of
Texas Volunteers. The Texas Bison Student Study Group was established by The STAR DAY
Foundation on September 12, 2010, “The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Day” in Texas, and is
guided by The PALS of Texas Volunteers with the help of teachers, librarians, parents and
advisors at partnering schools. The PALS of Texas Volunteers plan to meet annually in Quitaque
for a three-day weekend called: “THE PALS OF TEXAS VOLUNTEERS ROUNDUP (The
Roundup).” The attendees of The Roundup shall conduct business and their families shall enjoy
a musical camping visit with great food to explore and discover the majestic park land and “The
Official State Bison Herd of Texas”. The families may also wish to attend “THE GREAT
TEXAS STAR PARTY” in the evenings to enjoy the dark night skies of the park with the help
of partnering area amateur and professional astronomers to view “The Great Texas BisonStar
Constellation.” The highlight of The Round each year shall be attending “The Mary Ann
(Molly) Goodnight Library Luncheon Seminar!”

The story of the expedition to locate and save the last bison of the JA Ranch is illustrated
in the Story Article published with permission at the website site of The STAR DAY
Foundation. The Story Article may be read on the website or downloaded free for reading on
digital devices. The Story Article is archived by The Library and is located at:
http://thestardayfoundation.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/NUMBER-2-THE-TEXAS-
PARKS-AND-WILDLIFE-MAGAZINE-MARCH-2011-ARTICLE-RUSSELL-ROE.pdf

THE FIRST PALS OF TEXAS HALL OF HONOR

The STAR DAY Foundation organized “The First Pioneers and Leaders of the State
(PALS) of Texas Hall of Honor” on STAR DAY, February 19, 2000 to honor and remember the
life and legacy of Texans who have been noted for being “First” in a walk of life and who have
made service achievements of merit for the State of Texas. A member of The PALS of Texas
Volunteers may recommend the nomination a person for induction in The First PALS of Texas
Hall of Honor. The Nominator shall volunteer to author a First PALS of Texas Induction Story
Bookmark and shall volunteer to plan, develop and conduct an Induction Service Event.

The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Library (The Library) shall archive and offer access to
the collection of Induction Story Bookmarks for free downloading at the website of The STAR
DAY Foundation. In addition, The Library shall offer workshops to assist members of The
PALS of Texas Volunteers and others in developing the knowledge and skills to author Story
Bookmarks.

http://thestardayfoundation.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/NUMBER-2-THE-TEXAS-
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THE CELEBRATIONS

The STAR DAY Foundation in an effort to carry-out its Mission has developed
since its founding in 1998 a variety of Texas Junior High and Middle School expanded learning
opportunities student enrichment educational programs as after-school programs. The STAR
DAY Foundation has pioneered and led an effort to plan, develop and conduct a expanded
learning opportunities student enrichment program since 2000 called “The Spirit of STAR
DAY Celebration.”  Governor George W. Bush, Governor Rick Perry and Governor Greg
Abbott have issued a annual “Spirit of STAR DAY School Address which is shared by The
STAR DAY Foundation with Texas School principals and others and read by a student at the
STAR DAY birthday event each year. The event in odd years celebrates the birthday of the great
State of Texas in the State Capitol Rotunda beginning at 12 noon with a school band concert of
appropriate and patriotic music and addresses from sponsoring state legislators. In even years
the event is sponsored by a partnering Texas public school at their location. The Governor’s
“Spirit of STAR DAY School Address” is read at the event by a student selected by the school
principal.  At the event each year The STAR DAY Foundation presents its highest award “The
Spirit of Spirit of STAR DAY Service Achievement of Merit (SAM) Award” to  honor and
recognize an individual or institution that has made outstanding service achievements of merit
to enhance the story of Texas for the people of Texas.
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STAR DAY-FEBRUARY 19, 1996-150TH

FEBRUARY 19, 1996-STAR DAY-AUSTIN, TRAVIS COUNTY TEXAS-The First
“State of Texas Anniversary Remembrance (STAR) Day Celebration” was designated by a Proclamation issued
by Governor George W. Bush at the request of Daniel B. Kulvicki, a Galveston County Dickinson ISD student
whose 9th grade  American History class paper proposed that the State of Texas celebrates its birthday each year
on February 19 to honor and remember the founding and founders of the State of Texas in partnership with
Texas schools and other organization and to inspire a greater appreciation of the history of the state.
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At the request and with the support of Governor George W. Bush, Kulvicki pioneered and
led a successful legislative effort to invite the 76th Texas State Legislature meeting in the spring
of 1999 to pass a STAR DAY bill (Senate bill 1656) to formally designate February 19 each
year as STAR DAY. His legislative effort failed in the 75th Texas State Legislature meeting in
the spring of 1997. The STAR DAY Foundation was formally launched in 1999 to carry out the
legislative intent of the STAR DAY bill in partnership with Texas schools and other
organizations as an annual “STAR DAY Birthday Gift” for the State of Texas.

During odd-years STAR DAY is celebrated in the Texas State Capitol Rotunda by The
STAR DAY Foundation sponsored by Texas State Legislators in partnership with attending
Texas school delegation with a support School Band performance.  During even-years, The
STAR DAY Foundation has invited a Texas public school to plan, develop and conduct a “Spirit
of STAR DAY Celebration” event on their campus on STAR DAY supervised by the School
Principal and in partnership with their school librarian, teachers, students and school band
director as a STAR DAY birthday gift for the State of Texas. APPENDIX 3 of this report
features an expand story of STAR DAY with illustrations of previous “Spirit of STAR DAY
Celebration” events.

THE STAR DAY 1996 STORY
The Galveston County City of Dickinson Mayor John Mitchiner issued the “First City of

Texas” STAR DAY Proclamation on October 24, 1995. Governor George W. Bush issued the
“First State of Texas” STAR DAY Proclamation on February 13, 1996. The 75th State of Texas
Legislature meeting in spring of 1997 failed to pass a STAR DAY bill proposed by Daniel B.
Kulvicki authored by State Representative Craig Eiland and sponsored by State Senator Mike
Jackson. Galveston County Judge James D. Yarbrough issued the “First Texas County” STAR
DAY Proclamation on April 16, 1998 and proposed that Daniel B. Kulvicki invite the other 253
Texas Counties to issue similar Texas County STAR DAY Proclamations to support the passage
of a STAR DAY bill in the 76th Texas State Legislature in spring of 1999. Daniel B. Kulvicki
and his father Dennis M. Kulvicki pioneered and led the campaign to successfully acquire the
253 Texas County STAR DAY Proclamations and also acquired ten (10) Texas City STAR DAY
Proclamations during the summer and early fall of 1998. Lt. Governor Rick Perry invited State
Senator Mike Jackson to author a STAR DAY bill in the 76th State of Texas Legislature. Senate
Bill 1656 was sponsored by Texas State Representative Craig Eiland. Daniel B. Kulvicki was
invited to present testimony and to show his collection of Texas County and City STAR DAY
Proclamations in the Senate and House Committees considering the STAR DAY bill. The STAR
DAY bill was passed by the 76th State of Texas Legislature and signed into law by Governor
George W. Bush. Governor George W. Bush at the request of Daniel B. Kulvicki issued State of
Texas STAR DAY Proclamations for the years 1996-1999.

The STAR DAY efforts of Daniel B. Kulvicki have been illustrated in a Chapter 8 of a
college school textbook published in 2001 by Houghton Miffin entitled “Texas Politics:
Individuals Making a Difference” authored by Nasser Momayezi.
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STAR DAY-FEBRUARY 19, 2014-168TH
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CHARLES NAPOLEON CHARLTON (1845-1908)
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STAR DAY-FEBRUARY 19, 2015-169TH

NOTE: “The Spirit of STAR DAY 2016 Celebration” was hosted by the Marine Military
Academy in Harlingen. First Lady Cecilia P. Abbott wrote in her “SPIRIT OF STAR DAY
2016 LETTER”: “The only bigger thing than Texas today is Texas tomorrow!”
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 31)
THE SPIRIT OF STAR DAY 2015 CELEBRATION-FEBRUARY 19, 2015 STORY BOOKMARK
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 32)
FIRST LADY CECILIA P. ABBOTT

LIVING INDUCTEE STORY BOOKMARK
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STAR DAY-FEBRUARY 19, 1996-170TH

THE MARINE MILITARY ACADEMY

HARLINGEN

NOTE: The above photograph was drawn from “THE SPIRIT OF STAR DAY 2016
CELEBRATION REPORT” issued by The STAR DAY Foundation. The Iwo Jima Monument is
pictured in the background. Corporal Harlan Henry Block (1924-1945) died during the Iwo
Jima Campaign which was launched on February 19, 1945. Corporal Block is buried adjacent to
The Iwo Jima Monument.
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CORPORAL HARLON HENRY BLOCK (1924-1945) STORY BOOKMARK
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THE STAR DAY 2016 SAM AWARD

NOTE: The above photograph was drawn from “THE SPIRIT OF STAR DAY 2016
CELEBRATION REPORT” issued by The STAR DAY Foundation.
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STAR DAY-FEBRUARY 19, 2021-175TH

“The State of Texas 175th Birthday Celebration Commission” was established on STAR
DAY 170, February 19, 2016 by The STAR DAY Foundation to plan, develop and conduct the
175th birthday of the State of Texas on STAR DAY, February 19, 2021, beginning at 12 noon on
the grounds of the State of Texas Capitol in partnership with Texas Counties, Texas schools,
Texas families and their school-age children and other organizations.

“The State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin Project” is a
collective and collaborative “STAR DAY 175th Birthday Gift” for the State of Texas from
Texas school-age children in partnership with their parents, grandparents and other relatives.
“The State of Texas Treasure “My BisonStar” Donation Savings Coin Collection Project”
shall be formally announced at The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Library 2016 Luncheon
Seminar to be conducted on Saturday, September 10, 2010 at the City of Quitaque Hope Center
hosted by The Pioneers and Leaders of the State (PALS) of Texas Volunteers of The STAR DAY
Foundation. The PALS of Texas Volunteers was organized in 2000 as an opportunity for Texans
to volunteer their time as their schedules permit to support the mission and activities of The
STAR DAY Foundation as their annual Service Achievement of Merit (SAM) birthday gift for
the State of Texas. APPENDIX 1 reviews the Library Luncheon Seminar Program.

The reader may also be interested in reviewing “The First Women Pioneers and
Leaders of State (PALS) of Texas Project (The Project)” as posted in the “News Update”
section on the website of The STAR DAY Foundation. The Project shall seek to recommend,
nominate and induct an additional “175” women into “The First Pioneers and Leaders of the
State (PALS) of Texas Hall of Honor on or before “STAR DAY 175” in partnership with Texas
schools and other organizations.  The Project is an activity of “The State of Texas 175th Birthday
Celebration Commission” and was launched on July 21, 2016, the birthday of the original First
Lady of the State of Texas, Frances Cox Henderson (1820-1897). “The Frances Cox Henderson
Day” was formally designated by the San Augustine Commissioners’ Court on January 10, 2005
to celebrate her life and legacy as a founder of the State of Texas on July 21 each year in San
Augustine County as proposed by “The Texas First PALS Student Study Group” sponsored by
The STAR DAY Foundation. The San Augustine High School Band under the direction of
School Band Director Craig Haynie shall present a School Band performance during “The
Spirit of STAR DAY 2017 Celebration” to be conducted on STAR DAY, February 20, 2017 in
the Texas State Capitol Rotunda. The Frances Cox Henderson Story Bookmark is enclosed in
Appendix 3.

THE CLUB
The STAR DAY Foundation shall launch a four (4) year effort to raise the first

$10,000,000 to support the goal and activities of “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas
Fund (The Fund)” as a collective and collaborative 175th birthday gift for the State of Texas
from the students and their families, businesses and non-profit organizations and “Friends of the
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State of Texas” worldwide. “The State of Texas 175th Birthday Donations Savings Club (The
Club)” hosted by The PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps of The STAR DAY Foundation shall be
launched with an announcement at “The Spirit of STAR DAY 2017 Celebration” event to be
conducted at on STAR DAY, February 20, 2017 to celebrate the anniversary of the 171st

birthday of the State of Texas in the Texas Capitol Rotunda in partnership with Texas schools,
businesses and other organizations featuring a School Band performance by the San Augustine
High School Band under the direction of School Band Director Craig Haynie.

The STAR DAY Foundation invites Texans, Texas families and their school-age children,
Texas businesses and Texas non-profit organizations as well as “Friends of the State of Texas”
worldwide to join The Club and make a donation on “their” birthdays each year as a 175th

birthday gift for the State of Texas in support of the goal and activities of “The Official State
Bison Herd of Texas Fund.”

Any donor who wishes to donate funds and see that “100%” of their donation is directly
placed in “The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund” as their “State of Texas 175th Birthday
Gift” may do so at the website of The STAR DAY Foundation.  Donors who wish to make a
donation to The STAR DAY Foundation and receive a “Donation Premium Gift” for
themselves or their children may simply visit “The PALS of Texas Donation Premium Gift
Center (The Center)” at the website of The STAR DAY Foundation to review, select, make the
specific donation requested and receive a unique commemorative State of Texas Treasure “My
BisonStar” Donation Premium Gift for their service achievement of merit donation.

THE INVITATION
The STAR DAY Foundation invites Texas families of school-age children in partnership

with grandparents and other relatives to volunteer and join The Club in a collaborative and
collective effort to challenge and encourage their children by offering them an additional
birthday present on their birthday each year. The student accepting the family birthday gift then
invites their parents to donate their birthday gift to The STAR DAY Foundation as a service
achievement of merit birthday gift for the State of Texas to support the goal and activities of
“The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund.” One such approach considered by a partnering
family may be to may agree to match money raised and saved by their child who pioneered and
led a fundraising activity including working at home on projects proposed by his/her parents.
The parent then donates the money to The STAR DAY Foundation. The student then receives in
the mail their Donation Premium Gift associated with their donation giving level. In the case
where the parent and student set a saving goal of $36, the student then agrees to pioneer and
lead fundraising initiatives to raise and save $18 with their parent matching the student’s saving.

THE TEXAS STAR DAY STUDENT STUDY GROUP
On the occasion of the twenty-first (21st)  anniversary of celebrating “STAR DAY” on

February 20, 2017 in the State of Texas Capitol Rotunda as the birthday of the State of Texas,
The STAR DAY Foundation shall announce “The Spirit of STAR DAY Celebration School
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Program (The STAR DAY Program).” The primary goal of The Program shall be to invite
Texas schools to join a collective and collaborative statewide effort to plan, develop and
conduct an annual “Spirit of STAR DAY Celebration” event at their school on STAR DAY
February 19 as they see fit pioneered and led under the supervision of the School Principal and
in partnership with teachers and their students and library and band staff as a Service
Achievement of Merit (SAM) “STAR DAY Birthday Gift” for the State of Texas. If the
February 19 falls on a Saturday, STAR DAY is observed on the previous Friday. If February 19
falls on a Sunday, STAR DAY is observed on the next Monday.

Over the last 20 years most Texas schools have posted STAR DAY on February 19 on their
school calendars a “State of Texas Anniversary Remembrance Day” as suggested by the
STAR DAY bill. A School principal, teachers, and their students along with library and school
band staff of a Texas school that joins The Program shall be said to be organized as a “Texas
STAR DAY Student Study Group (The Group)” with a goal and activities program to inspire
and motivate students to explore and discover the life and legacy of the founders of the State of
Texas and to creativity participate as interest and schedules permit in partnership with the
support of their families in  “The Spirit of STAR DAY Celebration” event at their school as a
possible all-school/community event featuring appropriate and patriotic program created by The
Group. The time spent by each volunteer member of a “Texas STAR DAY Student Study
Group” shall be considered a “Service Achievement of Merit (Sam) STAR DAY Birthday
Gift” for the State of Texas. The planning and development activities of a “Texas STAR DAY
Student Study Group” may be conducted as an after-school expanded learning opportunities
program with meetings in their school library if appropriate. The STAR DAY Foundation has
since 1996 planned, developed and conducted “The Spirit of STAR DAY Celebration” on
February 19 each year with the support of State of Texas Governor’s George W. Bush, Rick
Perry and Greg Abbott with the mission to invite Texas schools to pioneer and lead an effort to
celebrate the birthday of the State of Texas at their respective schools and to offer their time to
volunteer to make Service Achievements of Merit (SAM) as their annual birthday gifts for the
State of Texas. During odd years The STAR DAY Foundation conducts “The Spirit of STAR
DAY Celebration” on STAR DAY February 19 in the Texas State Capitol Rotunda in
partnership with sponsoring State Senators and State Representatives.

During the last five years, The STAR DAY Foundation has planned, developed and
conducted “The Spirit of STAR DAY Celebration” in partnership with the following Texas
schools:

STAR DAY 2016 (170th)-Marine Military Academy at Harlingen;
STAR DAY 2015 (169th)-Floresville High School at Austin in the State of Texas Capitol Rotunda;
STARDAY 2014 (168th)-Charlton-Pollard Elementary School at Beaumont;
STAR DAY 2013 (167th)-Midland High School at Austin in the State of Texas Capitol Rotunda; and
STAR DAY 2012 (166th)-Alpine Middle School at Alpine

A Spirit of STAR DAY Celebration Report for each of the last five (5) years has been
posted on the website of The STAR DAY Foundation at: http://www.thestardayfoundation.org.

Each Texas STAR DAY Student Study Group at a partnering Texas school supervised by

http://www.thestardayfoundation.org
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the School principal and under the guidance of sponsoring teachers, librarians, parents of
students, advisors and volunteers may create supporting art and music activities including
birthday celebration fixing (cookies etc.) for visitors to their library on STAR DAY. The event
may also feature the use of the school’s gym to support an all-school and community “Spirit of
STAR DAY” program with a school band presentation if appropriate.

First Lady Cecilia P. Abbott wrote in her “SPIRIT OF STAR DAY 2016 LETTER”:

“The only bigger thing than Texas today is Texas tomorrow!”
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APPENDIX 1

MARY ANN (MOLLY) GOODNIGHT
(1839-1926)

“THE MARY ANN (MOLLY) GOODNIGHT
LIBRARY 2016 LUNCHEON SEMINAR”

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2016
In

THE CITY OF QUITAQUE
Hosted by The Texas Bison Student Study Group of The PALS of Texas

Volunteers Sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation in partnership
with the Caprock Partners Foundation of Quitaque
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“THE
MARY ANN (MOLLY) GOODNIGHT

2016 LUNCHEON
SEMINAR”

The Texas Bison Student Study Group (The Group) sponsored by The STAR DAY
Foundation announced on March 5, 2016, “The Charles Goodnight Day” in Texas, that “The
Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Library 2016 Luncheon Seminar” shall be conducted on
Saturday, September 10, 2016 at the City of Quitaque Hope Center beginning at 12:00pm. The
Luncheon Seminar shall feature “The Great Texas BisonBurger Luncheon Plate Special”
with fixings, desert and drinks and Luncheon Seminar speakers. In addition, “The Molly’s
Texas Honey Cookies” proposed by The Group and created by Lisa Reagan of Quitaque shall
be a featured desert!

The 2016 Luncheon Seminar shall feature invited speakers presenting updates to include:

“THE STATE OF THE PARK” by Caprock Canyons State Park Superintendent Donald Beard;
“THE STATE OF THE HERD” by Caprock Canyons State Park Bison Herdsman C. L. Hawkins;
“THE STATE OF THE RANGERS” by Caprock Canyons State Park Interpretive Ranger Le’Ann Pigg;
“THE STATE OF THE FOUNDATION” by Caprock Partners Foundation President Emily Teegardin; and
“THE STATE OF THE FUND” by The STAR DAY Foundation President Dennis M. Kulvicki.

The Luncheon Seminar shall also feature guest speaker West Texas A&M University
Professor of English at the Department of English, Philosophy and Modern Languages, Dr.
Alexander Hunt. Dr. Hunt is also the Haley Professor of Western Studies and the Editor of
Panhandle-Plains Historical Review. Dr. Hunt shall present an overview about his new book.
His new book shall be presented at the Luncheon Seminar for purchase and signing.  His
Luncheon Seminar presentation is entitled:

“A Book and a Buffalo: _Our Indian Summer_ and Molly Goodnight”

The STAR DAY Foundation shall conduct a brief Induction Service Event during The
Luncheon to induct persons into The First Pioneers and Leaders of the State (PALS) of Texas
Hall of Honor established on February 19, 2000, the birthday of the State of Texas.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

Dennis M. Kulvicki
President
The STAR DAY Foundation
P. O. Box 640010
El Paso, Texas 79904-0010
(915) 751-2244
dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org
http://www.thestardayfoundation.org

mailto:dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org
http://www.thestardayfoundation.org
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THE
FIRST PIONEERS AND LEADERS OF THE STATE (PALS) OF TEXAS

HALL OF HONOR
INDUCTEES

C. L. HAWKINS (Living Inductee)
ROBERT EDWARD (TED) TURNER III (Honorary Inductee)

MARY JANE ALEXANDER (1840-1929)
ROBERT DOW HARRELL (1868-1932)

THE STAR DAY FOUNDATION
P. O. Box 640010

El Paso, Texas 79904-0010
(915) 751-2244

dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org
http://www.thestardayfoundation.org

mailto:dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org
http://www.thestardayfoundation.org
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THE C. L. HAWKINGS INDUCTION STORY BOOKMARK
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ROBERT EDWARD “TED” TURNER III INDUCTION STORY BOOKMARK
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THE MARY JANE MATHES ALEXANDER (1840-1929) INDUCTION STORY
BOOKMARK
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THE EDWARD DOW HARRELL (1868-1932) INDUCTION STORY BOOKMARK



121



122

STORY BOOKMARK (SB 4)
THE MARY ANN (MOLLY) GOODNIGHT (1839-1926) STORY BOOKMARK
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NOTE: The First Women Pioneers and Leaders of the State (PALS) of Texas Project (The
Project) was launched on July 21, 2016, the birthday of the original First Lady of Texas Frances
Cox Henderson (1820-1897). The Project was formally announced at The Mary Ann (Molly)
Goodnight Library 2016 Luncheon Seminar conducted on September 10, 2016 in Qitaque,
Briscoe County, Texas.
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APPENDIX 2
“THE

TEXAS BISON STUDENT STUDY
GROUP STORY BOOKMARK

COLLECTION”
(A PARTIAL LIST WITH SUPPORTING NOTES)

By

Dennis M. Kulvicki
Director

The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Library
P. O. Box 189

Quitaque, Texas 79255
dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org

http://www.thestardayfoundation.org

mailto:dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org
http://www.thestardayfoundation.org


125

STORY BOOKMARK (SB 1)
THE FIRST TEXAS BISON STUDENT STUDY GROUP
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 2)
THE CAPROCK CANYONS STATE PARK STORY BOOKMARK
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 3)
BISONSTAR-OFFICIAL MASCOT OF THE TEXAS BISON STUDENT STUDY GROUP STORY BOOKMARK
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 4)
THE MARY ANN (MOLLY) GOODNIGHT (1839-1926) STORY BOOKMARK
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 5)
THE CHARLES GOODNIGHT (1836-1929) STORY BOOKMARK
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 6)
THE OFFICIAL STATE BISON HERD OF TEXAS STORY BOOKMARK
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 7)
THE CITY OF QUITAQUE-THE OFFICIAL STATE BISON CAPITAL OF TEXAS STORY BOOKMARK
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NOTE: The photograph above was drawn from “The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight 2015 Luncheon Seminar
Report” issued by The STAR DAY Foundation. The Senate Concurrent Resolution (SCR) 22 was presented
during The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight 2015 Luncheon Seminar conducted on Saturday, September 19, 2015
at the Tri-County Center in the City of Quitaque to honor and remember the life and legacy of Mary Ann
(Molly) Goodnight (1839-1926) and honor and recognized the first pioneers and leaders of Caprock Canyons
State Park who were inducted into The First Pioneers and Leaders of the State (PALS) of Texas Hall of Honor.
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 8)
THE O. R. STARK, JR. (1927-2000) STORY BOOKMARK

A FOUNDER OF CAPROCK CANYONS STATE PARK
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 9)
THE MARQUIS ROBERTSON STORY BOOKMARK

FIRST SUPERINTENDENT OF CAPROCK CANYONS STATE PARK
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 10)
THE JOHN R. GARBUTT III STORY BOOKMARK

FIRST PARK RANGER (MALE) OF CAPROCK CANYONS STATE PARK
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 11)
THE KARLA MEYERS HELMS STORY BOOKMARK

FIRST PARK RANGER (FEMALE) OF CAPROCK CANYONS STATE PARK
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SEPTEMBER 19, 2015-QUITAQUE, BRISCOE COUNTY, TEXAS
The STAR DAY Foundation is sponsoring “The Texas Bison Capital 2015 Luncheon (The Luncheon)” in

partnership with Caprock Canyons State Park and the Quitaque Caprock Partners Foundation on Saturday, September 19,
2015 from 3:30pm to 5:00pm at The Quitaque Hope Community Center to honor, recognize and remember citizens of
Quitaque for their many year efforts to “conserve” Caprock Canyons lands as a State Park; to encourage the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department to accept and “preserve” a donated JA Ranch bison herd and to establish and maintain the
Caprock Partners Foundation to raise need funds to “restore” the park and herd. The Luncheon shall provide an
opportunity for State Senator Kel Seliger and State Representative Ken King to formally present to City of Quitaque
Mayor Janice Henson an official signed and sealed parchment copy of Senate Concurrent Resolution (SCR) 22 which
designated the City of Quitaque as “THE OFFICIAL STATE BISON CAPITAL OF TEXAS.”  SCR 22 provided
Governor Greg Abbott and the 84th State of Texas Legislature the opportunity to honor and recognize the citizens of the
City of Quitaque for their unique conservation, preservation and restoration service achievements of merit to help and
save “THE OFFICIAL STATE BISON HERD OF TEXAS” for the people of Texas as a “State Treasure!” SCR 22 was
proposed by “The Texas Bison Student Study Group (The Group)” with advice from Caprock Canyons State Park
Superintendent Donald Beard and State Park Interpretive and Volunteer Coordinator Ranger Le’Ann Pigg acting as
Advisors of The Group. The Luncheon shall feature presentations and guest speakers and feature The Great Texas
BisonBurger Luncheon Plate with all the fixings hosted by a Texas commercial bison rancher. The STAR DAY
Foundation shall formally induct during The Luncheon the First Park Superintendent Marquis Robertson from
Brownwood, the First Park (male) Ranger John R. Garbutt of Rusk, the First Park (female) Ranger Karla M. Helms of
Quitaque and Quitaque Caprock Partners Foundation founder O. R. Stark, Jr. (1927-2000) into The First Pioneers and
Leaders of the State (PALS) of Texas Hall of Honor established by The STAR DAY Foundation in 2000. The Luncheon
is held in conjunction with “THE 5TH ANNUAL TEXAS BISON MUSIC FESTIVAL” which immediately follows The
Luncheon activities. The photograph was contributed by State Park Ranger Le’Ann Pigg and features a bison sculpture
greeting visitors to Quitaque.

THE STAR DAY FOUNDATION
P. O. BOX 640010; EL PASO, TEXAS 79004-0010

(915) 751-2244; dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org; http://www.thestardayfoundation.org
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PRESS AND EDITOR CONTACT:
Dennis M. Kulvicki
President
The STAR DAY Foundation
P. O. Box 640010
El Paso, Texas 79904-0010
(915) 751-2244
dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org
http://www.thestardayfoundation.org

IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SEPTEMBER 19, 2015-CAPROCK CANYONS STATE PARK-Park Interpretive Ranger
Le’Ann Pigg (Front Row 4th from the Left) organized a “special historic tour” of the park for visiting STAR
DAY Foundation First Pioneers and Leaders of the State (PALS) of Texas Hall of Honor Inductees and guests.
First Park Superintendent Marquis Robertson from Brownwood (Back Row 3rd from the Left), First Park
Ranger John Garbutt from Rusk (Front Row 2nd from the Left) and First Park Ranger Karla Helms from
Quitaque (Back Row 2nd from the Left) had the opportunity to see all the improvements to the park that have
taken place since their service at the park. Each Inductee shared with Park Interpretive Ranger Le’Ann Pigg
stories about their pioneering efforts to establish and maintain the new park. Guests attending the “Special

mailto:dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org
http://www.thestardayfoundation.org
mailto:dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org
http://www.thestardayfoundation.org
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Historic Tour” included Kenneth Helms (Back Row 1st from the Left) husband of Karla Helms, Janet Garbutt
(Front Row 1st from the Left) wife of John Garbutt) and Jeanne Sherrod (Front Row 3rd from the Left) sister of
John Garbutt. In addition Dr. Lauren Dobson (Front Row 5th from the Left), a DNA genetic scientist, from
Texas A&M University at College Station attended the “Special Historic Tour.” It was her first visit to the park.
Dr. Dobson presented “The State of the Herd” speech at The Luncheon. The photograph was contributed by
Dennis M. Kulvicki

SEPTEMBER 19, 2015-QUITAQUE-THE TEXAS BISON CAPITAL 2015 LUNCHEON-
First Ranger John Garbutt inspects his Induction Story Bookmark with First Superintendent Marquis Roberson
and First Park Ranger Karla Helms looking on. The Texas Bison Student Study Group (The Group) sponsored
by The STAR DAY Foundation nominated each of the three (3) Inductees for Induction into The First PALS of
Texas Hall of Honor as “Living Inductees.” The first person to be inducted into The First PALS of Texas Hall
of Honor as a “Living Inductee” was First Lady Cecilia Abbott who was formally inducted during “The Spirit
of STAR DAY 2015 Celebration” event conducted on STAR DAY, February 19, 2015, in the Texas State
Capitol Rotunda to celebrate the 169th birthday of the State of Texas. First Lady Abbott was nominated for
induction by The First PALS Student Study Group sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation of El Paso. The
First PALS of Texas Hall of Honor was established by The STAR DAY Foundation on STAR DAY, February
19, 2000 to induct Texas men and women who are past and noted for a “First” in a walk-of-life and who have
made service achievements of merit for the State of Texas. First Lady Cecilia Abbott is the first Hispanic
woman to be the First Lady of the State of Texas. Robertson, Garbutt and Helms were formally inducted into
The First PALS of Texas Hall of Honor on September 19, 2015 during The Texas Bison Capital 2015 Luncheon
(The Luncheon) sponsored by The STAR DAY Foundation in partnership with Caprock Canyons State Park
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conducted in The Tri-County Meals Center in Quitaque. The Group also nominated O. R. Stark, Jr. (1927-2000)
of Quitaque for Induction. Amarillo Amateur Astronomer and Caprock Canyons State Park Star Party Host Art
Schneider nominated internationally known amateur astronomer John L. Dobson (1915-2014), a Founder of
Sidewalk Astronomers, for Induction as a “Honorary Inductee.” Each Inductee was presented with an Induction
Story Bookmark featuring a photograph and a biographical sketch with a supporting note. The digital version of
the Induction Story Bookmarks shall be placed on the website of The STAR DAY Foundation and available for
free downloading by teachers, librarians, students and community volunteers including parents and advisors of
The Group at partnering schools across Texas. Randy Stark of Quitaque accepted the Induction Story Bookmark
of his father at The Luncheon. The photograph was contributed by Le’Ann Pigg

THE JOHN ADAIR (JA) RANCH STORY BOOKMARK SERIES

NOTE: The above photograph entitled “A Lonely Home in Texas (Grande Vista)” was
captured by London photographer John George Hyde in 1879 as he and his colleague London’s
The Field Newspaper Correspondent Samuel Nugent Townsend visited The John Adair (JA)
Ranch in Palo Duro Canyon in the Texas Panhandle. The albumen print is drawn from the
University of Texas in Austin Dolph Briscoe Center for American History photographs
collection and identified as di_04356. The photograph illustrated the book: “Our Indian
Summer in the Far West” authored by Nugent and Hyde in 1880, a copy of which is archived at
Center. The Nugent and Hyde book was republished in 2016 by the Oklahoma University Press
at Norman edited by University of West Texas A&M University Dr. Alexander Hunt and
University of Oklahoma Press Kristin Loyd. The Texas Bison Student Study Group has
proposed a Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Library project as an activity of “The Official State
Bison Herd of Texas Fund” to support the conservation, preservation and restoration of the “Our
Indian Summer in the Far West” book at the Center. The next five (5) Story Bookmarks
illustrates an overview of the history of founding and initial founders of The John Adair (JA)
Ranch.
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 12)
THE JOHN ADAIR RANCH STORY BOOKMARK

PART 1-5
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 13)
THE JOHN ADAIR RANCH STORY BOOKMARK

PART 2-5
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 14)
THE JOHN ADAIR RANCH STORY BOOKMARK

PART 3-5
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 15)
THE CORNELIA WADWORTH RICHIE ADAIR (1837-1931) STORY BOOKMARK

PART 4-5
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 16)
THE JOHN GEORGE ADAIR (1823-1885) STORY BOOKMARK

PART 5-5
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THE SPIRIT OF STAR DAY 2013 SAM AWARD
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 17)
THE DONALD BEARD STORY BOOKMARK

2016 SUPERINTENDENT CAPROCK CANYONS STATE PARK
A TEXAS BISON STUDENT STUDY GROUP ADVISOR
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 18)
THE GREAT TEXAS BISONSTAR SKY CONSTELLATION STORY BOOKMARK

THE TEXAS ASTRONOMY STUDENT STUDY GROUP
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 19)
THE HARLAN JAMES SMITH (1924-1991) STORY BOOKMARK

THE TEXAS ASTRONOMY STUDENT STUDY GROUP
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 20)
THE CHARLIE MARY NOBLE (1877-1959) STORY BOOKMARK

THE TEXAS ASTRONOMY STUDENT STUDY GROUP
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 21)
THE JOHN LOWRY DOBSON (1915-2014) STORY BOOKMARK

THE TEXAS ASTRONOMY STUDENT STUDY GROUP
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 22)
SILVER-THE OFFICIAL PRECIOUS METAL OF TEXAS STORY BOOKMARK
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THE
FOUNDING AND FOUNDERS OF THE SHAFTER SILVER

MINE IN PRESIDIO COUNTY



157

STORY BOOKMARK (SB 23)
THE JOHN WILLIAM SPENCER (1818-1898) STORY BOOKMARK

TEXAS SILVER STUDENT STUDY GROUP
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 24)
THE WILLIAM RUFUS SHAFTER (1835-1906) STORY BOOKMARK

THE TEXAS SILVER STUDENT STUDY GROUP
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 25)
THE BRIG GENERAL JOHN L. BULLIS STORY BOOKMARK

THE TEXAS SILVER STUDENT STUDY GROUP
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STORY BOOKMARK (SB 26)
THE OFFICIAL STATE BISON HERD OF TEXAS FUND STORY BOOKMARK
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SEPTEMBER 12, 2013-MARY ANN (M0LLY) GOODNIGHT DAY,
QUITAQUE, TEXAS-Dennis M. Kulvicki, President of The STAR DAY Foundation of El Paso, rounds
up the “First Donation Donor” to launch “THE OFFICIAL STATE BISON HERD OF TEXAS FUND (The
Fund).” Donald K. Beard, Superintendent of Caprock Canyons State Park, volunteered and donated the “first
dollar” on Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Day during a “Caprock Area Tourism Seminar” conducted at the
Quitaque Hope Center. Governor Perry, a 1999 STAR DAY Founder, El Paso State Senator Rodriguez, Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department Executive Director Smith and others sent congratulatory messages to The STAR
DAY Foundation. Pictured from left to right are: Dennis M. Kulvicki, Rebecca Miller, Freda Hughes, Brenda
Price, Donald Beard, Laramy Estel, Jake Gass, James Orciz and Le’Ann Pigg.

The STAR DAY Foundation shall plan, develop and conduct activities to support the formal launching
of The Fund. These activities include the founding of “The Texas BisonStar Mint Corporation (The Mint)”
as a Texas for-profit corporation with headquarters in the City of Quitaque. The Mint shall be contracted by The
STAR DAY Foundation to design, develop and manufacture a collection of “Donation Premium Gifts” that
shall be offered to persons making various donations to The Fund as thank-you gifts. The Mint shall inventory
the collection and provide distribution of Donation Premium Gifts to donors who make donations at the website
of The STAR DAY Foundation. The Mint shall also be contracted to upgrade and maintain the website of The
STAR DAY Foundation. The Mint shall feature several divisions including “The Texas BisonStar Press” “The
Texas BisonStar Bakery” and “The Texas BisonStar Farms.” Each of the divisions of The Mint shall be home-
based in the City of Quitaque whose products and services shall contribute to the generation of donation
proceeds to support the goal and activities of The Fund. The Press shall publish a collection of Story
Bookmarks, Story Books, Story Videos and Story Games under contract of The STAR DAY Foundation for
The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Library. The Bakery shall create, bake, package and ship “The Molly’s
Texas Honey Cookie Packages” to partnering Texas schools and homeschooling families to help raise funds to
launch student study group science expeditions to travel on “The Quitaque Trail” to visit Caprock Canyons
State Park and to support the goal and activities of The Fund. The Farms shall pioneer and lead an effort to
establish and maintain “The Camp Goodnight Texas Honey Bee Farm and Research Station.” The Mint shall
pioneer and lead an effort to manufacture a collection of “Donation Premium Coins and Ingots” with supporting
commemoratives. The “Texas Silver Bison” shall be manufactured by The Mint in various weights of fine
silver (99.9% pure), The Official Precious Metal of Texas, and feature the use of the “Official Seal of the State
of Texas” whose use was granted by Governor Rick Perry, a 1999 STAR DAY Founder, at the request of The
Texas Bison Student Study Group.
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PRESS AND EDITOR CONTACT:
Dennis M. Kulvicki
President
The STAR DAY Foundation
P. O. Box 640010
El Paso, Texas 79904-0010
(915) 751-2244
dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org
http://www.thestardayfoundation.org

IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MARCH 5, 2016-EL PASO, TEXAS-The STAR DAY President Dennis M. Kulvicki sports his
new PALS of Texas Volunteers Corp of The STAR DAY Foundation “Texas Silver Bison Donation Savings Coin Hatband” on
“The Charles Goodnight Day” in Texas. The Hatband features ten (10) equally spaced Texas Silver Bison Donation Savings Coins on
bison leather. Each Texas Silver Bison Donation Savings Coin is a 15mm diameter pure silver (99,9%) coin 1mm in thickness. The
obverse side of the donation coin features the image of “BisonStar” the “Official Mascot” of The Texas Bison Student Study Group
(The Group). The Group was founded six (6) years ago by The STAR DAY Foundation to provide students from 4th grade through 9th

grade the opportunity to explore and discover the founding and founders of Caprock Canyons State Park home of “The Official State
Bison Herd of Texas” and to help pioneer and lead an annual effort to save and donate money to support the goal and activities of
“The Official State Bison Herd of Texas Fund (The Fund).” The Fund was proposed by The Group to help establish and maintain an
“Endowment Fund” whose annual interest would be offered as an annual service achievement of merit grant to support additional
conservation, preservation and restoration initiatives for the park and the herd. “The Texas Silver Bison Donation Savings Coin
Hatband” shall be offered as a “Donation Premium Gift” by The STAR DAY Foundation to an individual making a specific donation
(to be announced) to The STAR DAY Foundation at its website to support the goal and activities of The Fund. The primary activity of
The Fund is to support the development and growth of The Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight Library and its educational programs in the
City of Quitaque, now known as “The Official State Bison Capital of Texas.” The PALS of Texas Volunteers Corps of The STAR
DAY Foundation meets annually during “The Mary Ann Molly Goodnight Celebration Days” in Quitaque sponsored by The STAR
DAY Foundation to honor and remember the life and legacy of Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight (1839-1926) concluding with The Mary
Ann (Molly) Goodnight Luncheon Seminar and evening PALS of Texas Volunteers STAR PARY at the park.

mailto:dennismkulvicki@thestardayfoundation.org
http://www.thestardayfoundation.org
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NOTE: The above page was drawn from “THE SPIRIT OF STAR DAY 2011 CELEBATION” Report issued
by The STAR DAY Foundation. Family and friends gathered during “The Spirit of STAR DAY 2011
Celebration” to honor and remember the life and legacy William Elmo Merrem (1897-1982), The First Eagle
Scout of the State of Texas, and to witness his induction into “The First Pioneers and Leaders of the State
(PALS) of Texas Hall of Honor.” Mary Elizabeth Merrem Shaw in Photograph 5 is the daughter of Merrem.
The event was conducted on STAR DAY, February 18, 2011 in the State of Texas Capitol Rotunda beginning at
12 noon to celebrate the 165th birthday of the State of Texas featuring a Shiner High School Band performance
under the direction of School Band Director Stephen Krupicka and Assistant Band Director Sara Brown.
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THE SPIRIT OF STAR DAY 2015 CELEBRATION-FEBRUARY 19, 2015 STORY BOOKMARK
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FIRST LADY CECILIA P. ABBOTT

LIVING INDUCTEE STORY BOOKMARK
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THE PIONEERS AND LEADERS OF THE STATE (PALS) OF TEXAS VOLUNTEERS STORY BOOKMARK


